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S. TUCKER S. JOHNSON
Leads USET Foundation as 

New President & CEO

Johnson addresses vision and initiatives he will 
work towards as USA sets sights on Rio.

T
ucker Johnson joined the international driving competition 
scene in 1987, and after making a name for himself and the 
United States over his 23 years of competition, Johnson is tak-

ing the next step into the transnational scene since his retirement in 
2010. Johnson was named United States Equestrian Team Foundation 

President and CEO during 
the 2013 Annual Meeting of 
the USET Foundation Board 
of Trustees on January 26, in 
Wellington, FL, a position for 
which the Olympic four-in-
hand driver is well suited 
and excited to fulfill.

It was October 2012 
when Jane Clark Forbes 
announced she would be resigning from her position as the USET 
Foundation President and CEO. She was one of the biggest contribu-
tors to the USET Foundation, and helped raise $2.7 million in High 
Performance funding to the United States Equestrian Federation last 
year. 

Clark has emphasized that she will continue to serve on 
the Board and fulfill her financial commitments to the USET 
Foundation, as well as her support for two-time Olympic medalist 
Leslie Burr Howard, 56, who has ridden with Clark in the past. 
Clark will continue to also sponsor the United States four-in-hand 
driver Chester Weber and United States Dressage rider Katherine 
Bateson-Chandler, who is currently riding and competing with 
one of Clark’s promising mounts. Clark stepped down from 
the position during the Annual Meeting in January, welcoming 
Johnson to the role.

Johnson has had a long involvement with both the USET 
Foundation and the USEF.

For the Foundation, he has served as the Treasurer and as a 
member of the Investment Committee.  For the USEF, he has not 
only been a top competitor, but also as a member of its Executive, 
Budget and Finance Committees and the High Performance 
Working Group.   From these vantage points, Johnson has had 
the opportunity to formulate a vision for the future of the USET 
Foundation for all disciplines. 

“Over the years I have served on several committees, and I 
have had the opportunity to work with athletes in all the inter-
national disciplines. I am definitely going to put a large focus on 
understanding the challenges of how to engage people in each 

continued on Page 3

Photo by SusanJStickle.com

S. Tucker S. Johnson competing at the 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games
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S. Tucker S. Johnson, 
USET Foundation President and CEO
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I
mmaculately manicured grounds and per-
fectly turned out horses have been a sig-
nature at Gladstone for years. Most of this 

is due to Patrick Lynch, who after 42 years, is 
retiring as Facilities Manager. 

Born in Baltimore, Patrick grew up in the 
horse world. His father ran the riding depart-
ment at McDonough School in Baltimore, 
Maryland, where Patrick began on ponies and 
started showing horses while in high school. 
During this time, the young man was busy 
showing in both the hunters and jumpers, 
bouncing back and forth between disciplines. 
After completing high school, he decided to 
join the Air Force, where he fulfilled a four-year 
term, serving as an offensive weapons mechanic 
on F-105 fighter planes in Japan and Thailand.

After returning from the Air Force, Patrick 
learned that the United States Equestrian 
Team was looking for someone to help work 
with their Eventing Team at its facility in 
Gladstone, NJ.  So in 1971, he began his jour-
ney with the USET and, eventually, the USET 
Foundation.

“I started out as a groom, taking care of 
the horses. Then the Eventing Team moved 
to Hamilton, Massachusetts and when we 
moved there I also took care of the grounds 
and did maintenance,” he explained. 

Patrick and the Team were based in 
Massachusetts for 15 years. In that time, 
they traveled the globe to places including 
Germany, England, France, Canada, Los 
Angeles and Atlanta.  “I was where I needed 
to be when I needed to be. Burghley was one 
my favorite experiences when the Team won 
the Gold and Individual Gold and Silver for 
Eventing. That was our first big win when I 
worked for the Team,” he said.

The Hamilton training facility closed in 
1985 and Lynch returned to Gladstone, this 
time focusing entirely on maintenance of the 
buildings and grounds.  Nevertheless, one of 
his more important roles continued to be the 
meticulous packing of USET tack trunks to be 
sent around the world with the various Team 
members.  He packed these not only with 
the necessities, but he also knew the favorite 
snacks for each rider which he managed to 
tuck into the corners.  

Patrick has also been the go-to man for 
grounds preparation for many championship 
events and manicuring the property to look its 
best for visitors and competitors through the 
years. Even after the recent Superstorm Sandy, 
the buildings and grounds were up and run-
ning in record time.  He is a man who displays 
great pride in this historic farm known to gen-
erations of riders as simply “Gladstone.”

Now, after 42 years of dedication to the 
horse world, Patrick is going to take time for 
himself.  He will spend part of his time at the 
family home in Maryland, and in the summers 
spend his days sailing his boat around Lake 
Champlain near Plattsburgh, NY. 

“This job is the kind of thing you do every 
day and you don’t think about,” said Patrick. 
“When you first start it’s a big deal working 
with the Olympians, but when you’re doing it 
for this long, you sort of get used to it. It’s been 
a good job. Every day is different.”

Bonnie Jenkins, Executive Director of the 
Foundation, concluded, “Patrick is part of 
the fabric of Gladstone and our United States 
Equestrian Teams.  His time with the “Team” 
represents 168 medals, and he has played a 
supporting and important role in winning all 
of them.  We will miss him dearly, but feel 
privileged to have worked side-by-side with 
him for so many years.”   – Arianna Delin

THE USET FOUNDATION RECOGNIZES

Patrick Lynch
FOR OVER 40 YEARS OF SERVICE

Patrick Lynch waits out rain which drenched the stadium 
phase at the Middletown Horse Trials with 

Eventing team horse Bally Cor
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TUCKER JOHNSON 

continued from page 1

discipline,” Johnson explained. “My goal is to continue to increase 
the support for all disciplines by the USET Foundation. I have an 
understanding and a sense of what is important to the owners, 
riders and supporters. I am going to do the best that I can to create 
communication and be as supportive as I can.”

One of the main goals for Johnson includes creating and 
building depth. Johnson has built a strong working relationship 
with Chrystine Tauber, President of the United States Equestrian 
Federation. They plan on working together to create a structure 
that will increase sponsorships and commitments over the next 
four-year period. 

“It’s not just about the funding for one or two or even five 
top athletes,” Johnson explained. “What it really comes down to 
is building depth. It is about putting the funds and programs in 
place, and the USET Foundation is the best source of revenue. We 
rely on individual donors and family foundations, but we want to 
see the USEF expand commercial sponsorships that will provide 
a four-year plan for growth of income too.”

Johnson has made a name for the United States on the inter-
national scene for over 25 years, winning numerous awards across 
the globe. In 1991, Johnson was a member of the Gold medal 
team for the World Pairs Championship in Zwettl, Austria. He 
took his second Gold medal in 1992 during the USET National 
Pairs Championship in New Jersey.  He was a member of the 
USEF World Four-In-Hand Championship Team in The Hague, 
Netherlands, in 1994. Johnson also took first during the USEF 
Four-In-Hand Championship in Maryland in 1997, and won the 
first place award three consecutive times in 1998, 1999 and 2000. 
He earned a fifth place finish during the World Equestrian Games 
in Rome, Italy in 1998. In 2000, he was part of the sixth place team 
and finished seventh individually during the World Four-In-
Hand Championship in Wolfsburg, Germany. In 2002, Johnson 
was a member of the Silver medal team for the World Equestrian 
Games, also finishing fourth individually in Jerez, Spain. 

In 2010, Johnson drove in his last competition, the World 
Equestrian Games in Lexington, KY. He helped lead the United 
States to a Team Silver medal, as well as receiving an Individual 
Bronze medal. He has been awarded the Whitney Stone Cup 
twice, once in 2001, and again in 2011. The award is presented 

annually to an active competitor who displays consistent excel-
lence in international competition and high standards of sports-
manlike conduct while serving as an ambassador for the United 
States and equestrian sport.

“I think there is an advantage to having someone that has been 
there, experiencing competition themselves. It is important to have 
someone who understands the financial challenge that the compe-
tition forces you to face,” Tucker described. “I see where we need 
to increase funding, such as in our Developing and Young Riders 
High Performance programs. The Young Riders are the future of 
our sport; we need to find a way to fund these initiatives. I have a 
strong insight coming at it from the carriage driving side. Having 
spent time working with people who want to fund initiatives helps 
me know and understand what is well-suited to come next.”

As a father of three children, Johnson has seen the eques-
trian sport from all angles, including the pipeline of the sport. 
“It’s the children that drive the grassroots of our sport,” Johnson 
remarked. “I see my daughter as she rides her pony, and she is the 
one imagining that she will one day ride at Aachen or the World 
Championships. If we can take young equestrians, such as the 

ones following the pipeline, we can help them transition into the 
international level with the right initiatives.”

As Johnson takes on the position of President and CEO of 
the USET Foundation, he realizes that he is faced with impend-
ing challenges as Normandy approaches. “We first need to focus 
on Normandy. We need to have success in Normandy to get to 
Rio,” Johnson emphasized. “I know that it’s not lost on anyone at 
the Foundation. I know the Federation was hit very hard by the 
United States’ lack of success in London, it was disappointing.”

Johnson continued, “We are in transition right now, not only 
within the Foundation, but also on an even larger scale with our 
U.S. coaches. We need to support these programs as well build 
toward success, but we also need to encourage owners to have the 
confidence to be willing to to get the quality horses with the top 

“I think there is an advantage to having someone that has been there, 
experiencing competition themselves. It is important to have someone who 

understands the financial challenge that the competition forces you to face,”
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S. Tucker S. Johnson winning the Team Silver medal and the Individual Bronze medal  
at the 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games.
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riders so we have a chance for that success. In some ways, we are 
outdone in horse acquisition.”

Johnson realizes that one of the largest problems he is going 
to face during his term as President is the fact that the equestrian 
sport is moving forward across the world, and the United States 
is no longer coming off as a leader. “If we want to go back to a 
level of dominance in this sport we need to find ways to bring in 
owners and find the support for this level of competition. We are 
faced with challenges from countries that weren’t on the scene, or 
our radar, a few years ago. My test, and that of the Foundation, is 
to find the support to bring the United States back into the fore-
front of the sport on a global level. We have time until Rio, and 
Normandy is our first step. We have promising young athletes 
and positive opportunities ahead of us.”

With Johnson at the head of the USET Foundation, there 
is sure to be an impact as the United States moves toward 
Normandy in 2014. Following in footsteps of previous presidents 
Jane Forbes Clark, and Armand Leone, Jr., Johnson assures that he 
looks forward to seeing the Foundation through this next chapter.

Johnson concluded, “I feel incredibly honored that my fellow 
Trustees and leaders at the USET Foundation would have the con-
fidence in me to ask me to serve as the President and CEO of the 
organization. I look forward to working with an incredible staff 
with Executive Director Bonnie Jenkins and CFO Mark Piwowar, 
and the people they have in the office. I feel like they have faith in 
me, and I appreciate that, and hope I can live up to and build on 
the good work that has been done already.”   

TUCKER JOHNSON
continued from page 3

Photo by SusanJStickle.com

S. Tucker S. Johnson receives the 2011 Whitney Stone Cup 
presented by Jane Forbes Clark and Brownlee O. Currey, Jr.

Tucker Johnson during the Marathon phase of 
the 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games4
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I
n 2012, it was 18-year-old 
Reed Kessler who advanced 
to the highest levels of show 

jumping when she competed 
during the Olympic Trials and 
won the USEF Show Jumping 
National Championship. The 
United States Equestrian Team 
Foundation honored Reed's 
excellence in the ring with the 
2013 Lionel Guerrand-Hermes 
Trophy. Each year this award 
is presented to a young rider in 
one of the Olympic disciplines 
who exemplifies both sports-
manship and horsemanship. 

After her top performance 
during the Trials and Observation 
Events, Kessler and her mount 
Cylana were selected to rep-
resent the United States at the 
2012 London Olympic Games. 
Kessler, of Lexington, KY, was 
presented with this prestigious 
award at the USET Foundation 
Reception on January 25th, in 
Wellington, FL.

“The list of riders who 
have stood in this exact place 
giving this same speech is a truly exceptional group, and I am 
honored to join their ranks,” stated Kessler. “One year ago, I sat 
in this audience, wondering how my first Florida show season, 
free from all the age restrictions, would go. I sat wondering if I 
would be ready for the approaching Olympic Trials, and most of 
all, who would make up the team that we would send to London. 
It did not cross my mind that one year later I would stand here, 
having been a member of that team. It did not occur to me that my 
new horse, Cylana, which we were still so unfamiliar with, would 
carry me to those Games. It is truly amazing what can happen in 
a year, and when I look back, this will probably be one of the best 
of my life.”

Kessler continued, “Although my name is the one that will be 
inscribed on the trophy, I can only take a very small percentage 
of the credit. First, I have to thank the USET Foundation, which 
has supported me by funding programs like the European Young 
Riders Tour, without which the Olympics would have been my 
very first U.S. Nations Cup Team. I also have to thank the ladies 
behind the scenes that work tirelessly to take care of my horses. A 
thanks also goes to our vets and blacksmith, who are also critical 
members of our team.” 

“It is impossible to name everyone who has touched my 
career and that of my horses, so thank you to everyone who has 
helped along the way,” acknowledged Kessler. “I would like to 
thank Andre Dignelli and Patricia Griffith and the whole team 
at Heritage Farm, who gave me a great foundation from Short 
Stirrup to Junior Jumpers. After I transitioned from Equitation 
to Jumpers, I began training with Katie and Henri Prudent. I jok-
ingly call them my fairy godparents, because they transformed 

an ordinary young girl who 
loved horses and taught her 
how to make that passion a 
career. Their incredible teach-
ing is further evident by the 
fact that I am their third stu-
dent to receive this prestigious 
award. I cannot thank them 
enough for everything they 
have taught me and every-
thing they continue to teach 
me. Next, I’d like to thank 
my parents, Murray and Terri 
Kessler. I doubt any parents 
could bestow any more love 
and support on their child 
than my parents have. Way 
before the grand prixs and 
the glory, my parents had the 
same enthusiasm for the sport 
and dedication to support me 
in whatever path I chose.”

Kessler was the youngest 
person in Show Jumping his-
tory to compete at the Olympic 
Games. The team from the 
United States finished in sixth 
place, facing fierce competition 
from the other nations. She also 

represented the United States during the Nations Cup at Spruce 
Meadows. Later in the year, Kessler was the winner of the $100,000 
President's Cup Grand Prix at the Washington International Horse 
Show, where she was also the Leading Jumper Rider. In 2011, some 
of Kessler’s accomplishments included becoming a member of the 
U.S. Show Jumping European Young Riders Tour and winning 
the Young Riders Grand Prix and Young Riders Nations Cup in 
Lamprechthausen, Austria. She has now begun her professional 
career at Kessler Show Stables.    – Rebecca Walton

2013 LIONEL GUERRAND-HERMÈS TROPHY
Awarded to Olympian Reed Kessler
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Reed Kessler and Cylana

Jane Forbes Clark, Tucker Johnson with Reed Kessler  
and Hermès representative Courtney Caversazi 
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O
n January 25th, 2013, the United 
States Equestrian Team Foundation 
honored the reigning Show 

Jumping World Cup Champion Rich Fellers 
of Wilsonville, OR, with the 2013 Whitney 
Stone Cup. The award was presented 
during the USET Foundation Reception, 
in Wellington, FL. Although Fellers was 
unable to attend, his friend and U.S. Show 
Jumping Chef d’Equipe Robert Ridland, 
accepted the honor on his behalf and read 
Fellers’ acceptance speech.

The award is presented annually to 
an active competitor who displays consis-
tent excellence in international competi-
tion and high standards of sportsmanlike 
conduct while serving as an ambassador 
for the United States and equestrian sport. 
Fellers was the winner of the 2012 FEI 
Show Jumping World Cup Finals aboard 
Mollie and Harry Chapman’s Flexible in 
's-Hertogenbosch, The Netherlands. The 

pair then went on to be the highest placed 
American competitor at the 2012 London 
Olympic Games. 

“I would like to thank the USET 
Foundation for honoring my achievements 
with this prestigious award,” commented 
Fellers. “I am humbled to be included with 
the elite group of former winners. We all 
talk about having the horse of a lifetime. 
Mollie and Harry Chapman have, without a 
doubt, been owners of a lifetime. Their sup-
port, confidence, and trust in Shelley and 
me over the years have been amazing. The 
majority of my success in the sport has been 
a direct result of their commitment. Looking 
forward, my biggest wish for the success 
we enjoyed this past year is to in some way 
inspire the future stars of our sport.”

After a whirlwind year, Fellers was 
named the 2012 USEF Equestrian of the 
Year, while 16-year-old Flexible took home 
the honor of 2012 USEF International Horse 

of the Year. Fellers was the first American 
to win the Show Jumping World Cup 
Finals in 25 years after a nail-biting jump-
off in Europe. When they returned to the 
United States, Fellers and Flexible went on 
a winning streak that featured all four of 
their Olympic Observation Events, includ-
ing the $100,000 Hermes Grand Prix of Del 
Mar and the $200,000 CN Performance 
Grand Prix at Spruce Meadows. 

Selected as the anchor rider for the 
U.S. Show Jumping Team at the Olympic 
Games, Fellers and Flexible helped the 
Team place sixth. They also returned to 
the arena for the individual competition, 
finishing eighth as the highest placed 
American duo. 

Fellers and Flexible will continue to 
compete in 2013 and hope to return to the 
FEI Show Jumping World Cup Finals to 
defend their winning title.    
– Rebecca Walton

WORLD CUP WINNER RICH FELLERS
Receives 2013 Whitney Stone Cup

Photo by Kenneth Krause/PhelpsSports.com

Rich Fellers and Flexible
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O
n Friday, January 25, 2013, the United States Equestrian Team Foundation 
hosted the Gold Medal Club (GMC) Reception where they recognize 
GMC Members that have made the USET Foundation a priority in their 

charitable giving for 10, 15, 20, 25 and 30 years. The Gold Medal Club is the 
lifeblood of the USET Foundation, accounting for nearly 80% of individual con-
tributions each year, and is comprised of members who contribute a minimum 
of $1,000 or more annually. 

The GMC members have been a vital and essential source of support to 
the U.S. equestrian teams. Receiving their 10 year award were the following: 
Ms. Florence Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Burke, Mr. Orlando N. Di Rienzo, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dolan, Ms. Penny Howe Gallo, Mr. and Mrs. David L. 
Gribbons, Mr. and Mrs. E. Hunter Harrison, Mr. and Mrs. James D. Meyer, Dr. 
and Mrs. Richard D. Mitchell, the National Horse Show Association, Ms. Wendy 
O’Brien, Karin Reid Offield, Ms. Betsy Rebar Sell, Reeves International, Mrs. 
Patricia A. Stempel and Mr. and Mrs. Leslie H. Wexner.

Receiving the 15 Year Award were Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Bazaar, Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Domencich, John H. and Barbara Fairclough, Ms. Nonie B. Ramsay 
and Mr. Jack Wetzel.

The 20 Year Award was presented next, and the recipients were Mrs. Alison 
C. Jones, Miss. Linda A. Mars, Mr. Robert Morris, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Patton, 
Jr. and Mr. David Teiger.

Mr. and Mrs. S. Tucker S. Johnson have been members of the Gold Medal 
Club for 25 years.

Receiving the USET Foundation’s 30 Year Award was Miss. Carlene C. Blunt.
The USET Foundation would not be able to achieve its mission to support 

the competition, training, coaching, travel and educational needs of America’s 
elite and developing international, High Performance horses and athletes in 
partnership with the United States Equestrian Federation without the generous 
support of each and every member of the Gold Medal Club.    – Rebecca Walton

GOLD MEDAL CLUB MEMBERS
Recognized at USET Foundation Reception

Jane Forbes Clark and Carlene C. Blunt

Mason Phelps, Jr., Karin Offield, Anne Gribbons, Betsy Rebar Sell, Jane F. Clark, 
Rick Mitchell, Julie Mitchell, Hunter Harrison, and Jane Burke

7
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O
n Saturday, January 26, at the Annual Meeting of the 
USET Foundation Board of Trustees in Wellington, FL, 
the Trustees elected Brownlee O. Currey, Jr. Chairman 

of the Board, S. Tucker S. Johnson, President & CEO, R. Bruce 
Duchossois, Vice President, Philip E. Richter, Treasurer and Eric 
L. Straus, Secretary. These individuals will serve as the Officers of 
the corporation through 2014.

“This is an exciting time for me to become President of the 
USET Foundation,” said Tucker Johnson. “I have been fortunate 
to have been both an athlete who has competed and medaled at 
the World Equestrian Games, as well as served on the Federation’s 

Board and as Treasurer of the USET Foundation, so I know how 
important the funding is to our athletes in their preparation and 
at international championships.  I am committed, in partnership 
with the tremendous Board of the Foundation, to do everything 
we can to continue to provide funding that will make this country 
a force to be reckoned with at the 2014 World Equestrian Games 
and 2016 Olympic Games.”

Newly elected trustees were William Coleman, Jr. (VA), E. 
Hunter Harrison (FL), Elizabeth Johnson (MA), Elizabeth Miller 
(NY) Jeannie Tisbo (IL) and ex-officio Chrystine J. Tauber, USEF 
President (FL).

NEW OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
Elected to USET Foundation Board

William Coleman, Jr., Gordonsville, VA, worked 
for Drexel Burnham in New York. He was Managing Director in charge of 
U.S. Government securities trading. In 1989, he re-located to a farm outside 
Charlottesville, VA. to raise his three sons. He has been an active participant in 
the Amateur-Owner Show Jumping division and enjoys the countryside with the 
Keswick Hunt Club and Piedmont Fox Hounds. His son, William Coleman, III, was 
a member of the 2012 United States Eventing Olympic Team and has represented 
the United States on several occasions internationally.

E. Hunter Harrison, Ridgefield, CT and Wellington, 
FL, is the President and Chief Executive Officer of Canadian Pacific (CP). He 
joined CP in 2012. Harrison served as President and Chief Executive Officer at 
Canadian National (CN) from 2003-2009 and as the Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer from 1998-2002. He served on CN’s Board of Directors for 
10 years. Harrison, with his wife Jeannie, own Double H. Farm, LLC a world class 
jumper and breeding operation with two facilities, one in Ridgefield, CT and the 
other in Wellington, FL. Double H Farm is managed by Harrison’s daughter Cayce 
and her husband Quentin Judge.
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Elizabeth R. Miller, New York, NY and Wellington, FL, is 
a member of Grant Road Partners, LLC, which owns of several top international grand 
prix horses including Antares F., a member of the 2012 London Olympic Equestrian 
Team ridden by McLain Ward.  Her daughter, Katie Dinan, is a successful Grand Prix 
rider and has represented the United States on a Nations Cup team. Elizabeth serves 
on several boards including the Washington International Horse Show, and the Ladies 
Committee of the National Horse Show, Harvard Business School Dean's Board of 
Advisors, Smith College President's Committee and Board of Directors of the School 
of American Ballet. She was the recipient of the USHJA Jumper Owner Recognition 
Award in 2011, 2012 and USEF ranked leading jumper owner of grand prix horses 
during that period.  Elizabeth is married to Jamie Dinan, who has recently entered 
into the jumper ring. They also have two sons, Zachary and Michael, both of whom 
ride for pleasure.  

Elizabeth Johnson, Boston, MA is proprietor of Louisburg 
Farm, located in Wellington, FL. Louisburg Farm owns horses that compete at all lev-
els of show jumping and has represented the United States at numerous international 
competitions including Nation Cups and World Cup finals.  She is also an amateur 
equestrian.  In addition to her equestrian activities she divides her time among numer-
ous nonprofit organizations in the greater Boston area.

Chrystine Jones Tauber, Wellington, FL, is an 
accomplished equestrian with an extensive equine business and industry back-
ground. She is President of the United States Equestrian Federation (USEF). Her 
previous positions include Secretary of the USEF, and a member of the Executive 
Committee, the Board of Directors, and the Licensed Officials Committee. A found-
ing member of the U. S. Hunter Jumper Association (USHJA), she served as Vice 
President and was a member of the Planning, Emerging Athletes, High Performance 
Hunters, and the Trainer’s Certification Committees. Tauber is a Board member of 
the Show Jumping Hall of Fame, and was appointed to the Kentucky Governor’s 
Advisory Commission for the 2010 World Equestrian Games. She was previously the 
U.S. Equestrian Team’s Director of Show Jumping Activities, and served as Manager 
of all disciplines at the 1984 and 1988 Olympic Teams and the 1983 and 1987 Pan Am 
Teams, and for the Show Jumping World Championships in 1982 and 1986. She insti-
tuted the USET Medal Finals, and working with Jack LeGoff, created the USET Talent 
Derby. She has served on the Board of Directors of the U. S. Olympic Committee, 
the Gladstone Equestrian Association, the USET, and as Executive Director of the 
American Horse Shows Association and the National Horse Show.

Jeannie Tisbo, resides in Barrington Hills, IL. Since 2006, Jeannie 
has acted as the managing partner of Tequestrian Farms, LLC.  When she is not travel-
ling in support of her daughter Lauren and the horses, she is actively involved with the 
Women’s Board of the Field Museum of Chicago and various philanthropic endeav-
ors.  With a degree in education, Jeannie recognizes the necessity of comprehensive 
programs to develop and support the elite horse and rider alliance. Jeannie’s husband, 
Tom, is the CEO of Suncast, a major sponsor of WEF, Spruce Meadows and other horse 
show venues. They have one other daughter, Tracy, of Los Angeles, CA.
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As the United States looks ahead to 
major championships such as the 2014 
World Equestrian Games in Normandy, 
France, and the 2016 Olympic Games in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, the teams for Show 
Jumping and Eventing will be under new 
guidance. Beginning in 2013, Robert Ridland 
has taken over the role of Show Jumping 
Chef d’Equipe, while David O’Connor will 
be the Eventing Chef d’Equipe. 

For Ridland, winning the Olympic 
Gold medal in Rio de Janeiro, of course, 
is the ultimate goal. Ridland, of Irvine, 
CA, comes to the post with a vast range 

of knowledge and experience. He repre-
sented the United States on two Olympic 
teams, he is a world-class course designer, 
a competition manager and has served 
on the FEI Jumping Committee and the 
USEF Board of Directors. His company, 
Blenheim EquiSports, manages top-rated 
horse shows in California and Nevada in 
addition to having run three highly suc-
cessful World Cup Finals in Las Vegas.

Looking ahead, Ridland has proposed 
a four-year plan to make the country com-
petitive internationally by incorporating a 
system that bonds the rising young stars 
of the sport with the top veteran riders. 
Leading up to the Olympic Games, Ridland 
said the team will focus on the Nations Cup 
Finals in 2013, the World Equestrian Games 
in 2014 and then the Olympics in 2016.

“We have to have our eye on the ball 
and on our long range plans,” he contin-
ued. “We have to do the absolute best we 
can when we compete at those shows, but 
keep the long range plan in mind all of 
the time, with the 2016 Olympic Games at 
Rio and also the World Championships in 
Normandy in 2014.”

An essential component of Ridland’s 
development strategy is to create a system 
that includes an ‘A’ list and an ‘A-30’ list of 
riders. For the Nation Cups, he would like 
to see a blend of the best of the A list and the 
‘A-30’ list. “I would love to see teams of three 
veterans and two riders off the ‘A-30’ list.” 

But before anything is fully decided, 
it’s time for a rethinking and possible 
revamping of the selection process. “The 

discussion about the selection process 
should start now so that by April 1st we 
have a system in place for the selection 
procedure for Normandy in 2014 and the 
system we want for the next four years for 
championships and for Nations Cups.”

“We all know as horseman that every 
horse has only so many jumps in them, 
and more importantly, only so many 
peaks in them,” he said. “When you ask a 
horse to peak too many times, you finally 
get to the bottom of the well.”

As American show jumping advances, 
Ridland feels an honest assessment of where 
we’ve been and where we’re going is vital.  

“Leading up to London, we heard 
from all the press reports how great we 
were. But, when you look back at those two 
Gold medals, the first wasn’t even won on 
the field. That was lost by the Germans. 
And,” he reflected, “after sending out one 
of our great, all-time, all-star teams and 
Will Simpson, the ‘sixth man of the year,’ 
why didn’t we win by three rails? In real-
ity, we were forced into a jump-off by the 
Canadians. So, it was one of the all-time 
great wins by our team and will always 
remain that way, but we have to look at it 
honestly and realize that we didn’t have 
this huge edge that we thought we did.”  

Strengthening the sport here in this 
country ranks high on Ridland’s priority 
list. He would like to see a possible incen-
tive program to improve the sport here 
in the United States, and to make it more 
worthwhile for the riders to stay here 
and compete. “Germany has great sport, 
a very strong sport—in Germany. They 
don’t have to go anywhere.” 

“We have to strengthen our sport 
across the board,” he said, speaking of 
increasing prize money and for more FEI 
designated shows here in this country. “The 
added expenses to do that are considerable. 
They’re not overwhelming, but they are 
considerable.”  He said he would challenge 
the USET Foundation and the USEF to work 
with him on possible corporate sponsor-
ships to help bridge the gap between the 
costs of producing a USEF event as com-
pared to an FEI sanctioned event. 

Ridland concluded, “The plan can 
work for us as long as we know it’s a four 
year plan and not an immediate plan. 
When I spoke with the riders I tried to 
express the importance of buying into my 
four-year plan.” 

Team USA Enters New Era with Chef d' Equipes 

ROBERT RIDLAND and DAVID O'CONNOR
Show Jumping
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David O'Connor, who is taking over 
the role as Eventing Chef d’Equipe also 
has a plan in mind, and although it starts 
with a four-year plan, it goes much farther 
than that. O’Connor is taking over the role 
as Chef after serving as USEF President 
since 2005. In 2010, O'Connor successfully 
coached the Canadian Eventing team to 
a Bronze Medal at the World Equestrian 
Games, and also coached the team at 
the 2012 London Olympics. As a rider, 
O’Connor won an Individual Gold medal 
at the 2000 Sydney Olympic Games and an 
Individual Gold medal at the 2002 World 
Equestrian Games in Jerez, Spain. 

O’Connor is very excited about his 
new title, and looking forward to the 
work ahead. “It’s very exciting for me,” he 
noted. “This is something that I’ve always 
had in the back of my mind. I’m very 
patriotic, so it’s fantastic to be able to wear 
red, white and blue again, even though 
I thoroughly enjoyed my time with the 
Canadian team.  I’m excited about the 
future of it and what is possible.”

Reflecting on his most recent roles 
as USEF President and Canadian Chef 
d’Equipe, he feels ready to take on this 
new challenge. “I am able to think about 
a whole program across a whole nation, 
and our long term goals of development 
over five or six years. I think that’s very 
important. The focus is going to be going 
back to the basics and starting to make 
sure that the fundamentals are correct and 
building on that. We did that with Canada 
and it worked.”

O’Connor continued, “The level of 
Eventing has really risen here in the last 
number of years. We have very good 
instinctual riders here in the States.  
Countries that also have good instinctual 
riders are beating us at this point, but they 
have a very strong educational structure 
to get them there. We need to be strong in 
our educational standpoint just because 
our country is so big. I think if we can 
go back and try to put an educational 
structure behind the riders, then the com-
petitive instincts will take us back to a 
place where we are competitive against 
whomever.”

The educational program will start 
with a clinic structure, and also put more 
emphasis on educating Young Riders. The 
senior riders will participate in longer 
training sessions, and the relationships 
with coaches at home will also be a focus, 
to make sure that good fundamentals are 
taught every day. The next focus will be 
competing in Europe. 

“Our competitions in Europe are 
going to be much more targeted towards 
specific competitions, instead of just 
Burghley or Badminton,” explained 
O’Connor. “We are going to use the new 
Nation’s Cup Series because it is a very 
good opportunity for us to be able to work 
and ride as a team instead of having an 
individual approach.”

O’ Connor added, “I’ve got some big 
ideas and I think it’s going to take a little 
while before we really start to be in the top 
two or three countries consistently, every 
time that we go out. I am really looking 
ahead and thinking we will qualify for the 
World Equestrian Games and I think we 
will win a medal there. I think by Rio, four 
years down the road, that the system will 
really start to have some traction and have 
some longevity to it. I hope at Rio we will 
win two medals. We have to look beyond 
even Rio though. Rio feels very close to 
me, being only four years away. We need 
to be looking that the structures we set up 
to be long lasting after Rio and into the 
next quadrennial.”

“It’s about raising the game of the 
sport in the discipline of Eventing all the 
way through so many of the different 
aspects of it, from competition, to owners, 
to education programs. It’s multifaceted,” 
stated O’Connor.

“I am very excited,” concluded 
O’Connor. “I think people have to be 
patient with us because we are trying to 
build a long term program. I think we are 
going to have successes, but sustained 
excellence is going to take a little while 

to create. This is the start of the route and 
the journey. It’s going to take some time, 
and it’s going to take some patience, but 
we’re really enthusiastic about what the 
possibilities are.”

The teams for Show Jumping and 
Eventing are looking ahead to a new era 
with new success on the horizon, bring-
ing home winning honors to the United 
States.    
– Rebecca Walton and Kenneth Kraus

Eventing

                                                                                                            

David O’Connor winning the 
Individual Gold Medal at the 2000 
Sydney Olympic Games

David O'Connor
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S
wedish Olympians Tinne Vilhelmson-Silfven and Patrik 
Kittel were the big winners at the 2013 World Dressage 
Masters CDI5* Palm Beach January 24-26. Vilhelmson-

Silfven and Don Auriello, an 11-year-old bay Hanoverian gelding 
owned by Lovsta Stuteri, won the championship in the Grand 
Prix Freestyle on Saturday, January 26, while Kittel and Watermill 
Scandic H B C, Kittel’s own 14-year-old chestnut KWPN stallion, 
took second. The previous day, they swapped spots when Kittel 
placed first in the Grand Prix and Vilhelmson-Silfven took the 
second place honors. 

In Saturday evening’s Freestyle, Vilhelmson-Silfven and Don 
Auriello rode the momentum from an enthusiastic crowd to claim 
the championship. Vilhelmson-Silfven collected a personal best 
score of 84.075% for her electrifying Freestyle performance and 
received a standing ovation from the crowd as she exited the ring.

“It’s just such an honor to ride a horse like Don Auriello,” 
she said. “He is so fun to ride. He was enjoying himself with 
me, enjoying the time, enjoying the energy. It was a great atmo-
sphere.” She credits the Florida dressage circuit as a catalyst for 
the horse’s development. “Florida’s been very important for Don 
Auriello,” she said. “He has made a lot of his best starts here, I 
think.” 

International Judge Stephen Clarke, who was recently elected 
the FEI Dressage Judge General, spoke highly of Vilhelmson-
Silfven’s Freestyle ride. “Tinne’s horse, for me, is absolutely what 
dressage should be about,” Clarke said. “It’s all the talk about 
horses that should be uphill and in balance and in complete 

harmony with the rider. The picture that she presents is truly 
outstanding, and I think that we were very lucky to witness that 
tonight.”

Kittel, Sweden’s No. 1 rider, and Watermill Scandic H B C 
scored 82.525% for their Freestyle. Their high placing capped 
a successful string of performances at Jim Brandon Equestrian 
Center in Palm Beach County. Along with their Grand Prix vic-
tory on Friday, Kittel and Scandic took home wins in both the 
Gold Coast Opener CDI-W Grand Prix and Grand Prix Freestyle 
January 18-20.

Kittel broke into a wide grin at the completion of his win-
ning Grand Prix test, and his confidence was rewarded when 
the scores flashed on the board. A member of the Swedish team 
at the 2008 and 2012 Olympic Games as well as the 2010 World 
Equestrian Games, he rode Scandic to victories at Falsterbo CDI5*, 
Rotterdam CDIO3* and Lingen CDI4* last summer.

“It was my personal best score, and I’m very, very happy 
with that,” Kittel said of the 80.745% awarded by the French judge 
at “H,” Isabell Judet. Kittel emphasized his horse’s improvement, 
explaining that Scandic is in much better shape now after their 
hard work over the past months. “After the Olympics, I thought 
a bit, and I changed a bit, and I worked a bit more on getting my 
horse more uphill in the canter, and that was much better,” he 
added. 

Kittel said he’s a big fan of World Dressage Masters as well as 
swapping the cold winter in Sweden for South Florida’s warmth.  
“It’s an amazing show,” he explained. “We’ve been treated so 

World 
Dressage 
Masters 

CDI5* 
Palm Beach

RESOUNDING 
SUCCESS

Photo by SusanJStickle.com

Patrik Kittel, Tinne Vilhelmson-Silfven, 
and Steffen Peters

Antonia Ax:son Johnson, 
Noreen O’Sullivan, and John Flanagan
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well here. The people here are friendly, the crowd is really 
nice, lovely weather. What more can you want?

“It’s been a fantastic event here,” Kittel added with a 
smile. “I mean, look at the crowd, and look at the riding. 
It’s unbelievable.”

Vilhelmson-Silfven and Kittel defeated two-time 
WDM Palm Beach champion Steffen Peters, who notched 
consistent third place finishes for the United States in 
Saturday’s Freestyle and in Friday’s Grand Prix. Peters 
said both he and Legolas 92, an 11-yr-old Westphalian 
gelding owned by Akiko Yamazaki, enjoyed the Freestyle. 
“I love it when I have fun, but I can guarantee you he had 
a lot of fun tonight too,” he said after the ride.

Heather Blitz and Paragon, the 2012 U.S. Olympic team 
alternates, took the fourth place spot in the Freestyle and a 
fourth in the Grand Prix with extravagant extensions and 
fluid tempi changes. “He was really electric from the crowd 
and the energy in here,” Blitz said of Paragon, her own 
10-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding. The elegant pair 
finished second in the Grand Prix Special at the 2012 World 
Dressage Masters Palm Beach CDI4*.

Five-time Danish National Champion Lars Petersen 
rode Mariett, a 15-year-old Danish Warmblood mare he co-
owns with Marcia Pepper to take fifth place in the Freestyle 
and fifth in the Grand Prix. Petersen, a local favorite who 
bases his training operation in Loxahatchee, FL, earned 
cheers from the crowd with his upbeat Freestyle, a techni-
cally difficult routine set to a circus-music theme.

U.S. Olympian Adrienne Lyle and Wizard, a 14-yr-old 
Oldenburg gelding owned by Peggy and Parry Thomas, 

winners of the Grand Prix Special CDI4* at the 2012 
WDM Palm Beach, rounded out the order of finish in the 
Freestyle. The pair rode in their first WDM Palm Beach 
appearance last year and won the Grand Prix Special. 
Lyle’s big grin and pat for Wizard, was a crowd pleaser, 
and the duo passaged out of the arena after their test. A 
crowd favorite, Lyle trains with Debbie McDonald the 
Thomas’s River Grove Farm in Idaho. Lyle said she loves 
coming to the area and added that she appreciates the array 
of opportunities to show in South Florida during the sea-
son. “He’s a fantastic horse and I was so happy to have the 
chance to compete here,” Lyle said.

In Saturday’s Grand Prix Special, Mikala Gundersen 
added a victory at World Dressage Masters to a grow-
ing list of accomplishments at Jim Brandon Equestrian 
Center this winter. Gundersen, a Danish rider based out of 

Photos by SusanJStickle.com

Tinne Vilhelmson-Silfven
and Don Auriello

13
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Wellington, FL, and My Lady, a 13-year-old Danish Warmblood 
mare owned by Janne Rumbough, placed third in Thursday’s 
Wellington Classic Dressage Sunshine Challenge Grand Prix CDI3*
and also finished just out of the top eight in Friday’s Grand Prix 
CDI5* at WDM Palm Beach.

U.S. rider James Koford rode Rhett, the 13-year-old KWPN 
gelding owned by Shirley McQuillan, to a second place finish in 
the Grand Prix Special. Koford, whose recent successes include 
wins in the Grand Prix at the 2011 International Horse Sport 
Champions Cup CDI3* and the Grand Prix Freestyle at the 2012 
Wellington Dressage CDI-W, also competed at last year’s WDM 
Palm Beach.

Koford said his horse was amazing in the Grand Prix Special. 
“He was so with me today, and it was really just a fun ride,” he 
said. “So it was a win-win: I came out with a grin and the horse 
came out with a grin, and the judges also.”

The judges, officials, competitors, spectators and sponsors 
praised the 2013 World Dressage Masters Palm Beach. From 
the organization of the show by producers Wellington Classic 
Dressage to the facilities to the friendly atmosphere to the appre-
ciative crowd, there were rave reviews all around for the high-
performance dressage. 

Antonia Axel Johnson, title sponsor of World Dressage 
Masters series, agreed. “We don’t know of any show in the world 
where when you ride in, the rider coming out says ‘Have a good 
ride.’ And that is really unique, I think, for the WDM show here,” 
she said.  “It’s really extremely exciting and nice to be here.”  
– Sue Weakley

WORLD DRESSAGE MASTERS 

continued from page 13

WORLD DRESSAGE MASTERS

P
ho

to
s 

by
 S

u
sa

n
JS

ti
ck

le
.c

om

Adrienne Lyle and Wizard

Mikala Gundersen and My Lady Steffen Peters and Legolas 92 Patrik Kittel and Watermill Scandic H B C 



15

S
how jumping teams from 
seven countries gathered 
in Wellington, FL, on 

Friday, March 1, at the Palm 
Beach International Equestrian 
Center to compete in the CSIO 
Wellington, $75,000 Furusiyya 
FEI Nations Cup Competition. 
Just prior to the event, the 
United States Equestrian Team 
Foundation and the United 
States Equestrian Federation 
hosted a TEAM USA Nations 
Cup Pep Rally Reception in 
the Special Events Pavilion to 
bring together the U.S. fans and 
supporters and generate team 
spirit among the group. Many 
of the guests also showed their 
confidence in the American 
team by pledging their sup-
port for each clear round a 
U.S. rider jumped during the 
evening’s Nations Cup, rais-
ing over $27,000 for the Show 
Jumping High Performance 
programs.

During the Pep Rally 
Reception, USET Foundation 
President, S. Tucker S. Johnson, 
and USEF President, Chrystine 
Tauber, set the stage and 
pumped up the crowd for an 
incredible night. The U.S. team 
horse owners were recognized, 
as well as the riders who would 
be competing the following 
night on the Children’s, Junior 

and Young Rider Nations Cup 
Teams for the United States. 
Guests enjoyed cocktails and 
an All American Picnic Dinner, 
as well as festive red, white 
and blue decorations. Prior to 
the Nations Cup, over 30 pony 
riders created posters for the 
“Team USA Poster Contest,” 
featuring two poster contest 
divisions. The winner of the 
Favorite Team Horse category 
was Sidney Saltamacchia for 
her poster of Reed Kessler’s 
Cylana, while Abbegail Molea 
picked up the award for her 
Team USA Spirit poster.

The Young Rider, Junior 
and Children’s Nations Cup 
teams served as the judges of the 
contest, and all winners received 
a signed copy of Hunter Seat 
Equitation by George H. Morris, 
as well as a USET Foundation 
blanket and USEF shirt.

Emily Riden, TEAM USA 
Poster Contest Coordinator, 
commented, “The children 
really enjoyed making the 
posters, and it also present-
ed a wonderful opportunity 
for them to learn more about 
the Nations Cup and the his-
tory for the United States 
Equestrian Team. They were 
very excited to support our 
riders on such an important 
night.”    – Emily Riden

TEAM USA PEP RALLY
Boosts Team Spirit at CSIO Wellington

Chrystine Tauber and Bonnie Jenkins Michael Bombar, Bruce Duchossois  
and George Tauber

S. Tucker S. Johnson and Robin Parsky Frank Zeiss, Chrystine Tauber 
and Caryl Philips

Margaret Duprey and Jim Wolf Robin Parsky and Murray Kessler

Melanie Smith Taylor, Tim Dutta and 
Leslie Howard

Dennis and Mary K Shaughnessy, 
Agneta and Brownlee O. Currey, Jr.

Top Row: Gabriella Mershad, Katherine Strauss, Abigail McArdle,  
Sydney Shulman, Spencer Smith, Lillie Keenan, Liza Finsness, Mattias Tromp,  
Wilton Porter and Brett Burlington
Bottom Row: Chloe Reid, Sydney Chase, Michelle Grubb, and Lucas Porter

Photo by Emily Riden/Phelps Media Group
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T
he United States produced a domi-
nating victory in front of a home 
crowd during the $75,000 Furusiyya 

FEI Nations Cup in Wellington, FL. Held 
on March 1, the team of Kent Farrington 
with Uceko, owned by RCG Farm, Reed 
Kessler riding her own Cylana, Laura 
Kraut aboard Cherry Knoll Farm’s Cedric, 
and Beezie Madden with Abigail Wexner’s 
Simon rang in new Chef d'Equipe Robert 
Ridland's reign with a major victory and 
a score of only four faults over the two 
round competition. The win has given 
the United States a valuable 100 points 
towards a spot at the Furusiyya FEI 
Nations Cup Finals in September. 

The United States took the lead early 
on with no faults at all in the first round. 
Leadoff pair Farrington and Uceko had a 
single error at the last oxer, but they ended 
up with the drop score after Kessler, 
Kraut, and Madden were clear. Madden 
and Simon's round was not without a little 
drama after they pushed the stone front 
of the open water into the obstacle, but 
Simon's feet never grazed the water and 
they finished without fault.

“I probably had the most interesting 
round,” admitted Madden. “Other than 
the water jump, he felt great and it was 
fantastic. I looked at the scoreboard after 
the double and knew he was clear, I knew 

he hit the box, probably putting it mildly. I 
was just happy he recovered and finished 
off with a clear.”

Farrington and Kessler started off 
the second round right, each leaving all 
the fences intact as they traversed the 
track. Kraut dropped the first fence in the 
vertical-vertical double combination at the 
end of the course, but their round created 
just a four fault total for the United States, 
sealing their victory without Madden hav-
ing to return.

“For me this has been a long journey 
and it’s great to get here,” commented 
new Chef d’Equipe Robert Ridland after 
his first victory. “We knew this was going 
to be a really big deal coming up, being 

the first qualifier for the Nations Cup 
Final.  We made it a huge priority to try to 
win this, it’s our Nations Cup, but also to 
be in a good position for the Final, because 
that’s where we want to be.”

Ridland continued, “I had incredible 
support from the riders, not just these 
four, but from other riders too. We have 
a great future in front of us. The owners 
of all four of the horses immediately said 
‘yes’, and that sure makes my job a lot 
easier. This was a whole lot of fun!”

Kessler and Cylana were the leading 
duo for the U.S. with two clear rounds to 
their name. “This is my fourth Nations 
Cup, but my first win and my first double 

clear so I’m really excited about that,” she 
expressed. “To ride on the home team in 
front of the home crowd is a really big 
honor. I’m thrilled that it went the way 
that it did.” 

“Cylana was awesome,” added 
Kessler. “She’s shown pretty lightly all 
during the circuit to prepare for this. She 
gets so animated and so wild when she 
hears the crowd scream, but when she 
heads to the first jump she’s so focused. 
She couldn’t have jumped better.” 

Farrington commented. “I thought 
Uceko started out a little wild and our 
first round wasn’t our best. Towards the 
end he got too strong coming towards the 
whole last line. We sort of got through 

United States Captures Wellington CSIO

NATIONS CUP VICTORY

“I had incredible support from the riders, not just these four, but 
from other riders too. We have a great future in front of us. The 
owners of all four of the horses immediately said ‘yes’, and that 

sure makes my job a lot easier. This was a whole lot of fun!”
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the double and then he took over at the last oxer. I 
was actually pleased how he came back in the sec-
ond round and performed more like himself, more 
relaxed, and jumped a solid round.”

Nations Cup veteran Kraut stated, “I was 
thrilled with Cedric tonight, I thought he jumped 
both rounds fantastic. The second round I was 
maybe over cautious coming down the last line. He 
had such a light rub that I think he thinks he was 
double clear, so he’s pleased right now. Normally 
I would be very tense about riding in front of the 
home crowd, but when you have three horse/rider 
combinations like these guys going with you, I felt 
pretty comfortable that if I did something stupid, 
they were there to back me up. I’m thrilled that we 
won and I’m very happy for Robert because he was 
really nervous.”

The event marked the first leg of the new 
Furusiyya FEI Nations Cup to be held in North 
America, and has led to a close race between the 
United States, Canada and Mexico. Only two teams 
can qualify for the Finals in September, which will 
be determined during the second event at Spruce 
Meadows. The USA’s victory means that they now 
have 100 points, while Canada has 90, and Mexico 
trails with 65 points after finishing seventh, but they 
are not out of contention yet. 

The USA continued their winning ways on 
Sunday during the $150,000 CSIO 4* Grand Prix, pre-
sented by Wellington Realty. In an outstanding star-
studded jump-off of the best riders on tour, it was 
the United States’ Kent Farrington and Blue Angel, 
owned by Robin Parsky, edging out teammate Beezie 
Madden and Cortes C, owned by Abigail Wexner, by 
a razor thin 1/100th of a second to take the top prize.

The CSIO Week also included the $10,000 FEI 
Young Riders Nation Cup presented by Hollow 
Creek Farm where the U.S. completed a dominating 
performance to win on home turf with a score of 10 
faults. The American Juniors demonstrated consis-
tency as they cruised to fourth place in the $2,500 
FEI Junior Riders Nations Cup presented by Hollow 
Creek Farm on a 12 fault total. The Children’s 
Nations Cup Riders also displayed talent in a fourth 
place effort to finishing with a total of 13 faults in the 
FEI Children's Nations Cup presented by Hollow 
Creek Farm.

The U.S. Young Rider Team included Catherine 
Pasmore and her own Z Canta, Mattias Tromp riding 
Baeyaert Farm Inc.'s Casey, Abigail McArdle aboard 
David McArdle’s Cosma 20, and Liza Finsness riding 
her own Ormsby Hill. In the Junior Riders Nations 
Cup the United States was represented by Sydney 
Shulman and Back Country Farm's Little Lady D'Elle, 
Lucas Porter riding Sleepy P Ranch, LLC's Phineas, 
Chloe Reid aboard her own Damascus, and Lillie 
Keenan with Chansonette Farm, LLC's Londinium. 
Finally the Children's Nations Cup included McKayla 
Langmeier with Missy Clark's Looping Star, Jordyn 
Freedman and her own Swag, McKenzie Kasper 
riding her own Tum Tum, and Brett Burlington 
aboard her own ‘Tis Picobello Z. Chef d'Equipe Michelle  
Grubb commented, “This has been a great week. This 
is the start of something really special.”    
– Rebecca Walton

17

Laura Kraut and Cedric

Kent Farrington and Uceko

Reed Kessler and Cylana
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A
s a renowned trainer, rider and former 
Chef d’Equipe of the United States 
Show Jumping Team, George H. 

Morris possesses an overwhelming wealth 
of knowledge, and his teachings are second 
to none. The opportunity to train with the 
“founding father” of hunt seat equitation is 
an incredible one for any young rider and can 
help serve as a springboard to further his or 
her own equestrian career.

For five days in early January, Gabrielle 
Bausano, Claudia Billups, Olivia Champ, 
Stephen Foran, Ana Forssell, Frances Land, 
Meg O'Mara, Abigail McArdle, Kilian 
McGrath, Jacob Pope, Dana Scott and 
Catherine Tyree joined Morris for the 2013 
George H. Morris Horsemastership Training 
Session at the Palm Beach International 
Equestrian Center in Wellington, FL. The 
riders worked through concentrated flat-
work, gymnastic exercises and over courses 
of gates, water jumps, verticals and oxers. 
Throughout the week, the clinic participants 
also participated in daily sessions with top 
clinicians including Anne Kursinski, U.S. 
Show Jumping Team Veterinarian Dr. Tim 
Ober and numerous others. 

Following dropping their irons for an 
intensive day four of the Horsemastership 
Training session, riders gathered at the 
beautiful home of Karen Lloyd for a dinner 
hosted by Lloyd and the USET Foundation. 
“We are so grateful and appreciative to 
Karen for continuing the Lloyd family’s 
support and involvement with the USET 
Foundation. Karen’s late husband was high-
ly instrumental in the establishment of the 
Foundation in 2004 and served as Chairman 
of the Board,” said Bonnie Jenkins.

The goals of the George H. Morris 
Horsemastership Training Sessions are 
directly in line with the goals of the USET 
Foundation, helping to build and develop 
and teach the young riders of the future, 
and the organization is proud to support 
these efforts. 

“The USET Foundation’s mission is 
promoting international excellence, sup-
porting athletes and building for the future. 
Clearly this week was building for the 

future. The future is very, very bright,” 
Jenkins stated following the dinner. 

Jenkins congratulated each of the rid-
ers in the star-studded lineup for earning 
their way into the prestigious session, and 
Jenkins and Morris called on each rider 
one by one to present them with mementos 
from the USET Foundation to commemo-
rate their experience. 

USEF President-Elect Chrystine Tauber 
also took a moment to emphasize the impor-
tance of the program and what it teaches, as 
well as thanking the USET Foundation for 
all that they do. 

“I am very excited about the future of 
show jumping. I thanked you earlier, and 
I am going to continue to thank you all 
my life,” Tauber said to Morris. “I want to 
thank you, Bonnie and for all that the USET 
Foundation does. I want to stress how critical 
this organization is to the funding and suc-
cess of our High Performance athletes and 
programs. We could not do it without you. “

Tauber continued, “I am really excited 
about this program. I feel very strongly 
about developing depth and developing 
strength in the disciplines and we have 
to pony up at all times if we want to be 
a really strong contender in international 
competition. I want to thank you, your offi-
cers, your board, your wonderful donors 
and supporters for what you do.”

The dinner concluded with encourag-
ing words for the riders going forward, and 
the dessert left them with one final parting 
question to keep in mind as they head 
down the road. Scrawled neatly across the 
cake were the words “What would GHM 
say?”    – Emily Riden

RISING STARS SHINE 
at 2013 George H. Morris 

Horsemastership Training Session
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Back row:  Karen Lloyd, Bonnie Jenkins, Abigail McArdle, Catherine Tyree, Gabrielle Bausano, George H. Morris,  
Meg O’Mara, Jacob Pope, Kilian McGrath, Stephen Foran, Dana Scott and Lizzy Chesson,  

Sitting front row:  Frances Land, Ana Forssell, Claudia Billups and Olivia Champ

Some of the country’s top young riders participated in the 
George H. Morris Horsemastership Training Session

Photo by Kenneth Kraus/PhelpsSports.com
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F
eaturing a beautiful dinner and auction, multiple driv-
ing clinics and a Combined Test Competition, the Salute 
to Driving weekend once again went off without a hitch. 

For the third year in a row, the fun and informational event in 
Windsor, SC, March 1-3, 2013, was held for the benefit of the 
United States Equestrian Team Foundation and the United States 
Equestrian Federation’s High Performance Driving program.

A highlight of the weekend was the successful Saturday 
night dinner and auction, which was hosted at organizing com-
mittee member Bev Lesher’s Courage to Lead Farm. The evening 
event was put on to raise funds for the USET Foundation that 
will be specifically dedicated to helping train the best drivers and 
equines to represent the USA in World Driving Championships.

During the decadent Berry Catering dinner, organized by 
Wendy O’Brien, attendees bid on fabulous live auction pieces. 
Auctioneer Paul Martin donated his time to handle the Live 
Auction of six special items. A sampling included a week at 
Hilton Head SC in a top resort condo for four including free 
greens fees, a dinner for six in Aiken in Jack Wetzel's restored 
Log Cabin, three nights for two (including breakfast) in Boston at 
the prestigious Union House, Stabling and a B&B for two nights 
in Maine at the wonderful Acadia National Park in Maine, and 
a week's stay in a four-bedroom home on Block Island in Rhode 
Island. In addition to the Live Auction, a Silent Auction ran at the 
event from Friday morning through Saturday night and came to 
a close following the dinner.

Prior to the benefit dinner and auction, the weekend long 
Salute to Driving kicked off with dressage clinics by Michael 
Freund and Sterling Graburn at Chateau Log and Courage to 
Lead Farms. Freud led the USEF long listed drivers through the 
clinic, while Graburn worked with developing drivers. Other 
special events included a hazard demonstration and clinic, har-

nessing demonstrations, farrier demonstrations and a carriage 
exhibit. All of the weekend events served to help raise awareness 
and educate different audiences about the discipline of driving.

“We helped educate more people about the driving disci-
pline, and at the same time raised funds for the USET Foundation, 
specifically for the driving discipline,” Lesher said. “We received 
many compliments about the dinner and the whole organization 
of everything. Everyone really enjoyed themselves.”

The weekend concluded on Sunday with the Combined Test 
Competition. Drivers at the preliminary through advanced levels 
had the opportunity to showcase their skills in both dressage and 
cones. For the first time since it’s inception three years ago, the 
Salute to Driving also welcomed ‘Very Small Equines’ (VSEs) in 
the combined test. The VSEs were also showcased doing a qua-
drille driving performance organized by Janelle Marshall. To the 
tune of “Flight of the Bumblebees,” eight drivers decked out in 
yellow and black bumblebee style put their VSE’s through their 
paces and got huge appreciation from the crowd.

For more information about the Salute to Driving, please visit 
salutetodriving.com    – Emily Riden

SALUTE TO DRIVING
Raises Critical Funds  
for High Performance  

Driving Program

Photo by Lisa Singer

Michael Fruend and Wendy O’Brien’s ponies

Lisa Singer with the Long Listed Drivers at the Salute to Driving
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T
he USET Foundation is pleased to announce the winner of 
the 2013 Maxine Beard Award is 21-year-old Saer Coulter of 
San Francisco, CA. As a top young rider, Coulter has dem-

onstrated that she has the talent and skills to compete at the top 
levels of show jumping, and to represent the United States. In 2012, 
Coulter advanced to the highest levels of the sport, competing dur-
ing the 2012 Olympic Selection Trials and also showing in multiple 
World Cup Qualifiers and Global Champions Tour events. 

Coulter’s selection for the prestigious award was based on her 
competitive record and future potential to represent the United 
States in international competition. The award provides Coulter the 
opportunity to be credentialed and travel with the U.S. delegation 
to the 2013 FEI World Cup Finals in Gothenburg, Sweden, from 
April 24 – April 28. She will observe the operations of an interna-
tional championship, including the stabling area, veterinary inspec-
tions and schooling, and will walk the courses with the U.S. Show 
Jumping Coach, Robert Ridland. 

“It’s a really big honor to receive this award,” expressed 
Coulter. “Looking at the people that have won it in the past, it 
encourages you to keep continuing jumping at the high level and 
try and make the upper levels of the computer list and the senior 
teams. I tried to qualify for World Cup Finals and I just missed it, 
so it’s really exciting to be able to go and be a part of the team.”

Coulter’s international success began in 2010 when she and 
Chalan represented the United States during its victory at the 
CSIO Buenos Aires in Argentina. In 2011, Coulter placed second 
in the $50,000 HITS World Cup Qualifier in California aboard her 
Dutch Warmblood gelding, Springtime, and also placed second in 
the $40,000 Blenheim Spring Classic II Grand Prix.

After finishing 10th in the Olympic Selection 
Trials and being named to the USEF Long 
List for the U.S. Show Jumping Team for the 
London 2012 Olympic Games, Coulter and 

Springtime finished third in the $100,000 Hermes Grand Prix of 
Del Mar. Throughout the summer, she traveled to Europe to com-
pete during the Global Champions Tour.

“Last year was a big learning experience for me in a lot of 
ways,” admitted Coulter. “I jumped more 1.60m rounds than I 
have ever jumped in my life. I was really lucky to have the oppor-
tunity to compete in those events. My horse, Springtime, was 
unbelievable for me. He taught me a lot. It was hard for us at first, 
because I didn’t totally get along with him, but we took our time 
with him and we’ve really grown together.”

Coulter continued, “The Trials were an unbelievable experi-
ence. I think being able to jump a championship format against 
those riders was a great opportunity. It taught me a lot about 
riding my horse through different rounds, and how he starts and 
how he feels by the last day. I also got a lot of experience this sum-
mer getting to jump in the GCT events.”

The Stanford University senior rides out of her family’s 
Copernicus Stables, while training with Markus and Meredith 
Michaels Beerbaum. Coulter recently added new mounts to her 
string including Don V.H.P. Z, Carmena Z and Graciella 50.

“Last year, the focus was on gaining experience at the 1.60m 
level, and now I am focused on staying more consistent at that 
level,” explained Coulter. “One of my main goals is to get my new 
horses jumping consistently at the 1.60m level. I’ll do the GCT this 
summer, and I hope to make a few more second rounds and get 
a few good ribbons. I’d love to be a part of the World Equestrian 
Games process next year, whatever that may be, and maybe the 
2016 process for Rio a few years from now. I just hope to continue 
getting the right experience in order to be a part of those events.”

With the talent, drive, and determination to be a top-notch 
competitor, Coulter has proven that she will be a part of the 

future for show jumping in the United States.     
– Rebecca Walton

SAER COULTER
Presented 2013 Maxine Beard Award 
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T
his winter, the 2012 Amanda Warrington Grant was awarded to Eventing rider 
Connor Husain of The Plains, VA, the first male rider to win this prestigious grant. 
The Amanda Warrington Grant is awarded through the USET Foundation Amanda 

Pirie Warrington Fund. Earlier this year, Husain won the North American Young Rider 
Championship and the Fair Hill CCI** with his talented mount Piece of Hope.

The Amanda Pirie Warrington Fund was established by Amanda's family in her 
memory for the purpose of providing financial assistance to a developing Eventing rider 
who has been identified as having great talent and the ability to represent the United 
States in the future.

Talented Young Rider

CONNOR HUSAIN
Receives Amanda Warrington Grant 

The Grant Committee recommends a recipient that they believe 
will benefit from the opportunity to continue their training with top 
coaches and compete against the world's best horse and rider combi-
nations in eventing, one of three Olympic equestrian disciplines. The 
USET Foundation Executive Committee then ratifies the nomination.

“It is such an honor to receive such an amazing grant,” expressed 
Husain. “To get this kind of recognition from USET Foundation is 
really a dream come true. I’ve had a really good season with my 
horse and I hope it continues.”

As the recipient of the grant, Husain will receive up to $5,000 to 
help offset expenses associated with his training over the next year.

“For 2013, I applied for the Developing Riders list, so I would 
love to be a part of that,” noted Husain. “I plan on going to Aiken, 
and the grant will help with some of those travel expenses. I plan 
on moving up to Advanced some time in the spring and hope to 
do a few three-day events during the season. I think the grant will 
help me do a few three days that I would not have been able to do 
otherwise.”

The past year has been whirlwind for Husain, who partnered 
with Piece of Hope in the fall of 2011 after purchasing the talented 
13-year-old gelding from Germany’s Christoffer Forsberg. The 
pair won the Open Intermediate at Morven Park in May, and then 
went on to win the 2012 North American Young Riders Eventing 
Championship followed by the Fair Hill CCI** in October. 

“My trainer, Skyeler Icke Voss, has helped me with getting to 
know my horse and focusing on a strong foundation,” said Husain. 
“Our partnership has really flourished. He is a class act in all three 
phases. Piece of Hope is an incredible horse and he has the best 
attitude.”

Husain is currently a sophomore at George Mason University 
studying Business Management. His parents recently purchased 
Morningside Training Farm, and following graduation, Husain 
plans to become a professional and start his own training center 
alongside Sarah Voss. 

“My dream is to be on a team, whether it is the Pan American 
Games, the Olympics, the World Equestrian Games, or any interna-
tionally recognized event,” commented Husain. “I am taking it one 
step at a time, but I would love to be on an Olympic Team, that is the 
end goal.”    – Rebecca Walton

Photo by Shannon Brinkman

Connor Husain 
and Piece of Hope
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Dressage High Performance Programs
With a focus on the 2012 Olympic Games, Dressage gave a total of nine grants to indi-
viduals.  Two of the grants supported Shawna Harding with Come on III and Jan Ebeling 
with Rafalca in the Reem Acra/FEI World Cup Final in 's-Hertogenbosch (NED).  In 
preparation for the Olympic Games, seven grants were given to riders for domestic 
preparation for the Selection Trials.  Of those seven grants given, three horse/rider com-
binations were named to the short list and traveled to the Pre-Games training in England.  
Dressage sent six horses to England in preparation for the Olympic Games; four horse/
riders competed in the Olympic Games.  Team USA finished in 6th place after both FEI 
Grand Prix and FEI Olympic Grand Prix Special tests; one combination moved to the 
final test FEI Grand Prix Freestyle with Steffen Peters on Ravel in finishing in 17th place.  
Tina Konyot with Calecto V finished in 25th place; Jan Ebeling with Rafalca finished in 
28th place. Individual rider Adrienne Lyle with Wizard contested only the FEI Grand 

Prix, with a placing of 37th.  In addition to the grants, Elite Dressage rider Training Sessions were held and twenty two riders 
total took part in the USEF Developing Dressage Program with Developing Dressage Coach Debbie McDonald; riders benefited 
from Developing Dressage clinics on both the East and West coasts. 

Driving High Performance 

Programs
The Four-in-Hand drivers each received two grants for training 

and transportation.  The USEF shipped ten horses to Europe with 
two drivers and the third driver leased a team in the Netherlands 
and campaigned there in order to get qualified.  Training sessions 
were held with the U.S. coach Michael Freund in Germany and he 
traveled to competitions with the drivers that were in Europe early 
to train.  The Four-in-Hand team of three competitors, Chester 

Weber, James Fairclough and Joseph Yoder, came home with a Team Bronze and Chester Weber came home with the Individual 
Silver medal from the World Championships in Riesenbeck, Germany.   

The Singles drivers also each received two grants for training and transportation costs.  Four horse/driver combinations 
traveled to Europe to train with Michael Freund prior to the World Championships in Portugal.  Those drivers were Sterling 
Graburn, Leslie Berndl, Donna Crookston and Sara Schmitt.  Sara Schmitt had to return home after an accident during training.  
The U.S. team of three drivers finished 6th, which was our best finish in the last several World Championships.  Sterling Graburn 
finished 22nd, Donna Crookston finished 32nd and Leslie Berndl finished 36th. 

Also, the first Developing Driver and Trainers clinic was held in October in Kentucky and there were 12 participants in the 
two clinics.

The 2012 international competition year shows that, in broad strokes, Team U.S.A. consisted of 

93 HIGH PERFORMANCE ATHLETES IN EIGHT DISCIPLINES 

TRAVELING WITH 77 HORSES TO EIGHT COUNTRIES 

along with their necessary support staff with hundreds more benefitting from High Performance clin-
ics and training sessions.  Their globetrotting covered England, Germany, United Arab Emirates, The 
Netherlands, Canada, Belgium, France and Portugal.  USET Foundation funding to the United States 
Equestrian Federation provided approximately 55% of the expenses, with grants totaling $2,860,000.  

The following provides a summary report of 2012 and how donors helped provide the comprehensive USEF High 
Performance Program with the support necessary for our United States Equestrian Teams to participate and achieve excel-

lence in international championships.  In compliance with donor wishes, Foundation gifts that were restricted to a spe-
cific discipline were allocated to that discipline.  The USEF expenses cover training sessions, coaching fees, developing 

rider tours, farriers, veterinary care, competition fees and transportation for athletes, staff, horses and equipment.

Your Donor Dollar$ 
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Endurance High Performance Programs
Funding was provided for athletes to compete at the Young Riders World 

Championship in the UAE.  The Team of Kelsey Russell, Mary Kathryn Clark and 
Kelsey Kimbler finished 4th in the team competition.  Individually, Kelsey Russell 
with Gold Raven finished 6th, Mary Kathryn Clark with DA Al Capone finished 
37th and Kelsey Kimbler with Cody Canuck finished 38th.

In August 2012, the U.S. Endurance Squad competed at the 2012 FEI World 
Endurance Championship in England. Funding was provided to cover the athlete’s 
expenses.  The team of Valerie Kanavy, John Crandall III, Heather Reynolds and 
Jeremy Reynolds finished 4th in the Team standings. Individually, Meg Sleeper 
with Syrocco Reveille finished 11th, Valerie Kanavy with Reach For The Gold 
finished 20th , Jeremy Reynolds with A Kutt Above finished 21st and Heather 
Reynolds with Riverwatch finished 36th.

Eventing High Performance Programs
Eventing funded winter training grants for 16 horse/rider combinations for 

specialized coaching to prepare for the Olympic Games. Riders spent time in 
Wellington, FL for show jumping and dressage practice. They also participated 
in training sessions throughout the winter and spring with Capt. Mark Phillips. 
Eventing then funded 12 horses to travel to the United Kingdom to train for the 
Olympic Games. They were there for a month before the Games at one of the finest 
facilities in the world, Eddy Stibbe’s Lavender Hill Stud, where they trained with 
Capt. Phillips. The team finished 7th.  Karen O’Connor and Mr. Medicott finished 
9th individually on a score of 53.8, Phillip Dutton and Mystery Whisper finished 
23rd on a score of 81.1 after an uncharacteristic stop in the show jumping. Will 
Coleman and Twizzel were 37th on a score of 84.7, Tiana Coudray and Ringwood 

Magister were 40th on a score of 88.6 and Boyd Martin withdrew Otis Barbotiere at the final horse inspection. The highlight 
of the year was that two of the horses that were short-listed finished in the top six at the Land Rover Burghley Horse Trials in 
September. Sinead Halpin and Manoir de Carneville were 2nd and Allison Springer and Arthur were 6th.  They both benefitted 
tremendously from their time spent in Europe.  

The final major USEF Eventing trip was the Eventing Developing Rider Tour to the Boekelo CCIO3* (NED).  Clark 
Montgomery finished 22nd on his individual horse, Universe, on a score of 61. Jon Holling and Downtown Harrison were 31st 
on a score of 65.4; Jennie Brannigan and Cambalda were 46th on a score of 70.4; Clark Montgomery and his team horse, Loughan 
Glen, were 55th on a score of 76.6. Phillip Dutton was eliminated on the cross country after a fall with Atlas. The importance 
of this event on the international calendar continues to grow and the U.S. put in a credible 6th place effort with a mixture of 
experienced riders on green horses and developing riders. This event will become a fixture on the calendar for the U.S. Eventing 
Team. It has become an unofficial annual 3* championship. 

Para Equestrian High Performance Programs
Four athletes and four U.S. horses competed on the U.S. Team at the 

London Paralympics. The team placed 7th overall.  Dale Dedrick (Grade 
II) placed 17th in the individual test and 5th in the team test.  Rebecca Hart 
(Grade II) placed 11th in the individual test and 4th in the team test.  Donna 
Ponessa (Grade Ia) placed 6th in the individual test and 5th in the team test.  
Jonathan Wentz (Grade 1b) placed 4th in the individual test, and 5th in the 
team test.  

Three drivers using horses borrowed in Europe competed at the Para 
World Driving Championship, Breda (NED) – August 30 – September 2, 
2012.  The team placed 4th.  Individually, Diane Kastama placed 14th, Pam 
Johnson, 19th and Karen Gorham retired.  

at Work in 2012
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Reining High Performance Programs
The Reining Program consisted of support to the U.S. Open Reining Championship at 

the Ariat Tulsa Reining Classic August 31, 2012.  Awards were as follows: 1st for Shawn 
Flarida, 2nd for Pete Kyle, tied for 3rd were Michael McEntire and Jarvis Anderson, 5th 
for Casey Hinton and 6th for Tom McCutcheon. 

In addition to the support provided for the Open Reining Championship, sup-
port of other CRIs was furnished in order to qualify more Reining Athletes for FEI 
Championships.

Show Jumping High Performance Programs
The 2012 competition year for USA Show Jumping started out well 

when Rich Fellers won the FEI World Cup Final in ‘s-Hertogenbosch, The 
Netherlands on Harry and Mollie Chapman’s Flexible.  This was the first win 
for a U.S. combination at this prestigious individual championship in twenty 
five years.  Funds supported ten combinations at this championship with a 
team leader, veterinarian and a chef d’equipe.

The path to the Olympics Games for the Jumping Team took a bit 
of a different route in 2012.  After four rounds of Selection Trial jumping 
in Wellington, FL, 35 Long Listed athlete/horse combinations headed to 
Observation Events in North America (Del Mar, CA, Lexington, KY, Devon, 
PA and Calgary, Canada).  Show Jumping provided grants to the top ten ranked combinations after the 
Selection Trials to cover the horse transportation costs associated with competing at these events.  At the 
conclusion of the Observation Events, Show Jumping provided funding for five athletes and seven horses to 
ship to The Netherlands to prepare for the Olympic Games with U.S. Show Jumping Chef d’Equipe, George H. 
Morris.  Show Jumping then shipped six  horses to England; five horses moved into the venue including alternate 
combination Charlie Jayne and Chill R Z and four combinations competed.  Team USA (Fellers/Flexible, Kessler/
Cylana, Madden/Coral Reef Via Volo, and Ward/Antares F) beat out jumping powerhouses Belgium, France and Germany 
to make it into the Final Round of the Team Competition and finished tied for 6th place.  In the individual competition Rich 
Fellers and Flexible finished in the Top 10 in 8th place; McLain Ward and Antares F finished in 29th place; Reed Kessler finished 
in 43rd place.

2012 was the third year of the Show Jumping Young Rider Tour and again it was a success.  Five Young Riders (16-21) 
and two individual Junior Riders (14-18) competed with fourteen horses at three European Nations Cup competitions: CSIOY 
Bonheiden (BEL), CSIOY Reims (FRA) and CSIOY Hagen (GER).  The Young Rider team consisted of Annie Cook, Navona 
Gallegos, Jennifer Goddard, Alise Oken and Lydia Ulrich.  They were very competitive against their European counterparts, 
finishing 4th at CSIOY Bonheiden, 2nd at CSIOY Reims and 2nd at CSIOY Hagen.  The Junior Riders were Chloe Reid and 
Sydney Shulman.   This Tour provides valuable Nations Cup and European experience for our up and coming Team athletes.  
Funding was provided for the chef d’equipe and team veterinarian as well as grants to three Young Riders.   

Vaulting High Performance Programs
Five individual, two Pas de Deux and two teams of eight members each competed 

in Aachen CVI 3* Aachen (GER) – June 29 – July 1, 2012.  The Pas de Deux combination 
of Devon Maitozo and Rosalind Ross earned 2nd place.  The Pas de Deux combination 
of Blake Dahlgren and Megan Benjamin earned 3rd place. The Mt. Eden Team placed 
3rd and the Woodside Vaulters placed 5th.  Individually, Alicen Divita placed 10th, 
Mary McCormick 11th, Katharine Wick 14th, Gabe Aniello 6th, and Kristian Roberts 8th.  

Six Individual, two Pas de Deux combinations and one team of seven vaulters com-
peted at the Vaulting World Championship, Lemans (FRA) – August 13 – 19, 2012.  The 
Pas de Deux combination of Megan Benjamin and Blake Dahlgren placed 3rd, earning 
the Bronze medal.  The Pas de Deux pair of Devon Maitozo and Rosalind Ross placed 
4th.  The 2012 Vaulting World Championship was the first World Championship to 

include the Pas de Deux competition.  The Woodside team placed 5th.  Individually, Alicen Divita place 11th, Mary McCormick 
15th, Gabe Aniello 10th, Kristian Roberts 12th, Patrick Stevens 13th.  

The significant cost to support the U.S. equestrian teams would simply not be possible without the support and generosity 
of the donors to the USET Foundation. These gifts (see pages 25–28 for donor list) are a demonstration of their loyalty 
and dedication to the sport and their perseverance in the promotion of excellence for the United States Equestrian Teams. 
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2012 DONOR LIST

GMC CHAIRMAN'S CIRCLE
$250,000 +

Jane Forbes Clark
R. Bruce Duchossois
Margaret H. Duprey
Jacqueline B. Mars

Mr. & Mrs. James D. Meyer
The Murphy Family

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Tisbo

GMC PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
 $50,000 +

Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Boyer

Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Brown
Vicky Castegren

Mr. & Mrs. Keith E. Creel
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Dammerman

David T. Beals III Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Dolan

Mrs. Dorrance H. Hamilton
Mr. & Mrs. E. Hunter Harrison

Elizabeth B. Juliano
Terry Allen Kramer

Mr. & Mrs. W. James McNerney, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Miller

MK Pritzker
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Raether

Mr. & Mrs. Martin T. Sosnoff
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Springsteen
Mr. & Mrs. Kermit S. Sutton
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Tribble
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie H. Wexner

Akiko Yamazaki & Jerry Yang
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Ziegler

GMC FOUNDER'S CIRCLE
$25,000 +

Mr. & Mrs. George H. Davis, Jr.
Jet Set Sports/CoSport

Lara Gay Kelly & RCG Farm
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Lauer
Mr. & Mrs. Collin F. McNeil

Wendy O'Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Parsky

Mr. & Mrs. Howard B. Simpson
Mr. & Mrs. James Wildasin

GMC MAJOR BENEFACTOR
$10,000 +

Anonymous
American Quarter Horse Association

Katrina H. Becker
James & Elizabeth Bramsen

Sharon Lynn Campbell
Cape Branch Foundation

Lewis Coleman & Anne Solbraekke
William Craig Dobbs

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Domencich
Estate of Ann Gibbons

Mr. & Mrs. Mark W. Harms
Mr. & Mrs. Klaus Heidegger

Tami Hoag
Mr. & Mrs. S. Tucker Snow Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Kalman
Abigail K. Kawananakoa

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Keenan
Mr. & Mrs. Murray Kessler

Mrs. L.E. MacElree
Anna M. McWane

Juliana Johnson Merton
Elizabeth D. Meyer

Ulf Moller
National Horse Show Association

Jacqueline L. Ohrstrom
Mr. & Mrs. J. David Page

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Pasmore
Schuyler Riley

Janne Rumbough
Salute to Driving

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Siebel
Michael A. Smith
Karen E. Stives

Taylor, Harris Insurance Services Ltd.
Thomas A. Tierney

David Topping
Kristina W. Watkins

Jack Wetzel

GMC BENEFACTOR
$5,000 +

Anonymous
The Barker Welfare Foundation

Carlene C. Blunt
Barbara Braun

Mr. & Mrs. Derek Braun
Brutten Family Fund at The San Diego Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Burger
James W. Cogdell

Jan Deming
Equus Foundation, Inc.

Sandra A. Frazier
Mr. & Mrs. David E. Gochman

Corwith Hamill
Mrs. Dewitt Hornor
Robert L. Johnson
Sheila C. Johnson

Denise Lahey
Armand & Alison Leone

Helene J. Magill
Mary Alice D. Malone

Linda A. Mars
Mr. & Mrs. Walter McPhail

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Nusz
Rosalie & Bethany Peslar

Juliet & Sam Reid
Philip Ernst Richter

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Runnells III
Robert, Nancy & Sarah Segal

Mr. & Mrs. Roger B. Smith
Jennifer P. Speers
Linda Starkman

Frances B. Steinwedell
Mr. & Mrs. Eric L. Straus

Hedda Windisch von Goeben
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Weeks

William D. Weiss Donor Advised Fund of the 
Community Foundation of Jackson Hole

Joyce H. Williams
Penelope P. Wilson
Thomas E. Zeiger

GMC PATRON
$2,500 +

Janet E. Balmuth
Regina Bann

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest S. Bessette, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Buie
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Cadier

Carol & Rebecca Cohen
Henry L. Collins III

Brenda Curnin
Joan & Bill Cvengros

Suzanne Dansby Bollman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael C. Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Dutton
Mr. & Mrs. Jan Ebeling

Anne W. Eldridge
Claudia Wilson Frost

Al Guden
George K. Heinrichs

Dr. & Mrs. Peter N. Heydon
HUB International

Jody F. Kitchen
Margaret K. Koerner

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Leatherdale
Mrs. Screven Lorillard

Suzanne Marquard
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. McDonald

Mr. & Mrs. Southwood J. Morcott
Jeanne L. Morency

Lynn E. Noyes
Sara Ondaatje

Paul Miller, Inc.
Camille S. Penhoet

Betsy Rebar Sell
Lezlie A. Rehagen

Mary C. Rollins
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Segal

Mr. & Mrs. John B. Seger
Willard B. Simmons, Jr.

Joy L. Slater
William C. Steinkraus

Patricia A. Stempel
Mr. & Mrs. George R. Tauber

Mr. & Mrs. J. Willard Thompson
U.S. Dressage Federation

U.S. Eventing Association, Inc.
Karen H. Waldron

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony V. Weight
Sheila M. Zepernick

GMC MEMBER
$1,000 +

Sherry & Allen Adams
Patricia Adikes-Hill

Donna M. Alfi eri
Gaynel Andrusko

Dr. Eva Rado Balazs
Balmoral Farms

Carleen Bargiacchi
W. J. Barney Foundation Inc.

Jean B. Baum
Susan, Hannah and Jim Baumann

Barbara M. Bays
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Bazaar

Heather Ann Beachem
Suzanne M. Beaudoin

Lisa C. Belcastro
Mr. & Mrs. Scott M. Boggio

Teresa L. Boley
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Bonnie

Ilene Boorman
June Brody

Florence Brown
Magalen O. Bryant

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Burke
Donna M. Byers
Anne P. Cabot

Mr. & Mrs. James A. Cannavino
Ron Caraway
Jocelyn Cascio
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Leslie Z. Celentano
Gayle F. Chipman

Mrs. Stephen Clark, Jr.
Wendy L. Cochran

Patricia K. Colagiuri
William S. Coleman, Jr.
Jane & Steve Comunale
Kathleen A. Connelly

Mr. & Mrs. James Coulter
Mr. & Mrs. Craig W. Cullen, Jr.

Karen S. Cunningham
Jodi Dady

Jules A. del Vecchio
Norman Dello Joio

Dr. Mary Delton & Dr. Robert Boeckman
Devon Horse Show & Country Fair

Orlando N. Di Rienzo
Ralph & Pattie Dilandri
Mr. & Mrs. Lou Dobbs
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Dutta

El Campeon Farms 
& The Gonda Family Foundation

R. Kathleen Elmore
Equine Specialty Feed Co.

Estate of Anne Miller Mason
Estate of John H. Fritz
James H. Fairclough

John H. & Barbara Fairclough
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Feldman

Mary Ferguson
Lorraine Ferrell

Karin W. Flint Fund
Laura J. Fonde

Roxana Foxx & Dr. Robert Hertzka
Janet L. Foy

Gregory M. Franklin
Freedom Forum

Richard Freeman, Jr.
Gloria Gaines Callen
Penny Howe Gallo

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gansky
Mr. & Mrs. Philip M. Gellos

Gregory W. Gingery
Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Ginzton

Stacey Lefton Glick
Peggy A. Gordon
Winifred P. Gray

Greater Houston Community Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Gribbons

Ian & Susan Griffi s
Natasha Grigg

Grimshaw-Gudewicz Foundation
Blanny A. Hagenah

Mrs. S. Matthews V. Hamilton, Jr.
Janet Langdon Handtmann

Linda Sue Harrison
Nancy N. Hathaway

Mr. & Mrs. Gates Helms Hawn
Wini E. Herrmann

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence K. Hester
Philip L. Heuer

Mr. & Mrs. Don T. Hibner, Jr.
Jen & Bruce Hlavacek

Carol A. Hoffman
Carole Hoffman

Mr. & Mrs. Francis X. Hope III
Horse Sports By The Bay Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Howard
Alexandria & John Hudson

Nancy J. Hutson
Sally Ike

Char An Ireland
Jean I. Jacobsen
Sybal R. Janssen

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Johnstone
Martha W. Jolicoeur

Alison C. Jones
Annie L. Jones

Mrs. Charles H. Jones, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Juvonen
Mr. & Mrs. Harold N. Kamine

Julia Keith
Fernanda M. Kellogg

Mr. & Mrs. Peter R. Kellogg
Alston M. Kerr

Kelly Kirk
Jeanette Kretchik
Anne Kursinski

Land Rover Columbia
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Langer

Catherine Y. Langston
Dr. Deborah Anne Levy

Karen Long Dwight & Barbara Ridder Irwin
John Long

Lloyd W. Longenecker
The Lumpkin Family Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Ernst Mahler, Jr.
William H. Mann

Marion H. Mariner
Mr. & Mrs. William L. Matheson, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. Matz
David A. McArdle

Julie McKean & Jane McKean
Jacqueline McLean Severson

Joseph D. & Sylvia T. McNulty
Zareen Taj Mirza
Sylvia S. Miskoe

Dr. & Mrs. Richard D. Mitchell
Elizabeth Monaco & Neil M. McCarthy

George H. Morris
Robert Morris, Jr.
Cynthia A. Moser
Betty W. Mullen

Marjorie Neaderland, DVM
Jan Neuharth

Stagg & Cheryl Newman
Brittyn Niemi

Timothy R. Ober, DVM
Karin Reid Offi eld

Sarah W. Orr
Signe Ostby & Scott Cook

Mr. & Mrs. Michael O. Page
Dr. Cesar Parra

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Patton, Jr.
Peapack-Gladstone Bank

Dr. & Mrs. Frederick B. Peterson
Rob Pfaltzgraff
Peggy Phelps

Janet K. Phillips
Marcia R. Phillips

Joyce V. Phipps
Mr. & Mrs. Louis G. Piancone

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Pingree
Mr. & Mrs. Mark P. Piwowar

Pony Team USA
Heloise B. Power

Celeste N. Powers, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Powers, Jr.

Michele R. Powers
Kathy Z. Putnam

Dr. & Mrs. Manrin Rains III
Karen Ramsing-Bixler
Reeves International

Judy Richter
Dr. Elizabeth K. Ricklefs

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander C. Ridland
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Riggio

Carolyn C. Rizza
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond J. Roberts

Tracy A. Roenick
Chris C. Roeser

Sonia M. Rohan Zugel

Col. John W. Russell
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Sadrian

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Schmidt
Susan A. Schmidt

Mrs. H. L. Schwartz
Hannah Selleck

Mr. & Mrs. R. L. Shackle
Donnan Sharp

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Simpson
Linda Irvine Smith

Marilyn Smith
Anne C. Snyder

Nikki J. Soich
Kate C. Spielberg

Sports Medicine Associates
Dr. Deborah F. Stanitski

Leslie A. Staschak
Bonnie J. Stedt

Still Water Farm LLC
Alexandra Storm
Jane J. Suwalsky
The Tackeria, Inc.

Mrs. R. Lee S. Taylor II
David Teiger

Eve Lloyd Thompson
John E. Toffolon, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Pascal F. Tone
Barbara A. Tooman
Phyllis Dye Turner

U.S. Hunter Jumper Association
Sharon Van Alstine

Mr. & Mrs. A. Markus Van Den Bergh
Elizabeth S. van Gemeren

Michele Vaughn
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Vinios

Meredith Vogel
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony R. Volpe

Dr. Viola C. Von Hohenzollern
Myrteel & Tom Ward

Sue Anne Wells
Kathleen & Katie Whaley

Sissy Wickes
Suzanne Wilson

Nancy Hamill Winter
Phelps Witter, Jr.
Deborah Witty
Faye C. Woolf

Louise A. Wrinkle
Margaret J. Wyllie

Mr. & Mrs. Hardy E. Zantke

SILVER MEDAL CLUB
$500 +

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Adams
Aiken County Farm Supply Inc.
Aiken Saddlery & Supply, Inc.

Suzanne E. Ames
Roberta M. Armstrong

Alison B. Arter
Mark A. Atkins
Roger Attfi eld
Helen H. Ayer

Wanda Lou Backscheider
Susan C. Baig

Irene Joyce Berzak-Schoen
Michael I. Bevan

Stephen J. Blauner
Mark W. Bone

Mr. & Mrs. James Boon
Amy Ruth Borun

Blair Bowers
Betty L. Bowman
Lelee S. Brandt26
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Mrs. Philip M. Brett III
Toni Brouillard
Nancy K. Bussa

Nancy J. Buzzetta
Jan Byyny

C. M. Hadfi eld's Saddlery, Inc
California Dressage Society

Diane Carney
Dick Carvin

Erika S. Chamberlain
Mary Frances Chesnut

Kay Christine
Brenda Cobb

Patricia Colbert
Barbara S. Conners

Elta T. Cooke
Diane Cotton

Suzanne H. Curtis
Richard N. Darling
Barbara D. Daspit

Mary Lou de Booy-Junge
Christine W. Dean

Steven Cole DeLaney
Elise R. Donohue
Marja S. Dooner

Peter G. Doubleday
Ramona L. Dowdal
Hillery A. Durochia

Jane T. Eberhardt
Janis L. Eckert

Sharon Engel Ruhnau & David Ruhnau
Estate of Isabel F de Szinay

Gabriel Falco
Gail C. Fischer

Paula C. Frohring
Erica Frouman-Smith

Paul H. Gagnon
Robert T. Gannett
Tamara Y. Gerber
Elizabeth K. Gray
Hope Greenfi eld
Mary O. Guynn

Mr. & Mrs. Terence E. Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Carl R. Hampf

Hap Hansen
Yvette Harris

Catherine Harvey
Pamela Hauptfl eisch

Jean R. Haydu
Jaqueline R. Heard

Christina M. Henderson
Lucy Anne Hession
Meredith S. Hodges
Charlotte Hoffman
Erika Hogg Belden
Helen B. Holman
Anne C. Hormel

Mr. & Mrs. John Hummel
International Racehorse Transport, Inc.

John R. Steele & Associates, Inc.
Diane G. Johnston
Caroline Kellogg
Sheila Y. Kendall

D. M. Kennett
Patricia B. Kolber

Mr. & Mrs. Pat Kruer
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Lakso

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Laver
Dr. & Mrs. Frederic R. Levitin

John L. Love
Elaine C. Ludwig
Patti MacDonald

Dr. Jane A. Madden
Mary Manfredi
Dan V. Matise

Elizabeth R. McElvain

Jeri McKenna
Eleanor T. Miller

Thom R. & Adele B. Mitchell
Stuart M. Mordfi n
Jennifer A. Morris

Shay H. Morris
Julia Nagler

Nancy J. Neary
Clea Newman Soderlund

Mr. & Mrs. D. Bryce O'Brien II
Lisa O'Kelly

Louise M. Otten
Edith H. Overly
Charles Owens

Elizabeth Page Carey, V.M.D.
Sherri A. Parzick

Perkins Charitable Foundation
Gary B. Peterson

Nan Phipps
Mr. & Mrs. Dana G. Pope

Patricia Powers
Monika Preston

Suzanne A. Remley
Respond Systems, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Rhodes
Katie L. Robinson
Mrs. Irving Rose
Susan T. Runco

Celia Russo
Gretchen Sadler

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome J. Saladino, Jr.
Cara Schengrund
Derrick Schubert

Katherine S. Scovil
Ken Sebok

Security Federal Bank
Dr. Elizabeth Sharpe
Sheila & Lee Shaw

Crawford M. Sites, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Spitcaufsky

Spokes and Spurs
Dr. Shauna Spurlock

Bill Stanton
Mrs. Walter C. Stanton, Jr.

Cecelia Stewart
Carol J. Storm

Kathleen Sullivan
The McManus Foundation, Inc.

Heather Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence A. Tobias

Page Tredennick
Turn-Key Promotions

Virginia Guest Valentine
Valley Mist Farm Family of Friends

John P. Varrone
William N. Vaughan
Cynthia Wainwright

John T. Watson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rush Weeden

Richard N. Weeks
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore L. Weise

Andrew C. Welles
Marlene B. Whitaker

John P. White
Helen J. Wigersma

Jon Williams
Victoria Wilson-Charles

Mr. & Mrs. George Wintersteen
Jean M. Wodarczyk

Elizabeth B. Wohlford-MacLeod
Linda Yarborough

Nancy B. Yohn
Sofi a Zaga-Masri

BRONZE MEDAL CLUB 
$250.00 +

Jill B. Alchorn
Lorena R. Alford

Mr. & Mrs. Philip D. Allen
Lynda M. Allison
Stacy M. Andris

Candida F. Anthony
Dione Appleton
Vicki Appleton

Applewood Farm
Leon P. Armijo

Lesley Mohns Armstrong
Grace Arnold

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Atwood
Oswaldo Avilez
Holly S. Bailey

Alice W. Barkhausen
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Barry

Robert D. Barry
Sharon M. Barton

Mr. & Mrs. Fred A. Bauer
R.C. Beaird

Connie Berglund
Leslie Berndl

Elizabeth A. Biddick
Bit of Britain

Mr. & Mrs. John T. Blunt
Vivian Bolman

Mary S. B. Braga
Tara H. Bratton
Darryl Breniser
Laurie J. Britten

Dr. Lucy C. Bruckner & William Bruckner
Diane Brunson

Annis Buell
Gail J. Bullard

Steffanie H. Burgevin
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Burke

Lynn J. Cairns
Penny Carpenter

Holly Carter
Catherine P. Caspole

Mr. & Mrs. Harry H. Chapman
Stephen J. Chase
Helen B. Chenery
Olivia Chowdry

Mr. & Mrs. John Cicotte
Julie Clarke

Wendy J. Collins-Gutfarb
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas D. Connor

Courtney Cooper
Mrs. Robert F. Corroon

Robert O. Costello
Robin C. Covitt

Archibald Cox III
Simone O. Coxe

Patrick J. Craddock
Keraniesa Craig
Valerie S. Crail
Sarah Crevar

Susan A. Dahlquist
Karen D. Dale
Denise Dalton

Denise & Gary David
Laura M. Davis
Jeanne A. Day

Vince DePasquale
Donna K. Donaghy

Ashley Dooley
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Douglass

Driving Essentials, Inc.
Mary Dunahay
Regis Dvorsky 27

2012 DONOR LIST

  USET FOUNDATION  



28

                                                                                                               

Carole A. Dwinell
Ann T. Ealy
Frank Earle

Celise N. Eberle
Jennifer L. Eccles

Brittaney Edwards
Jean Erickson
Alma Ericson
Carol Esterkin

TSgt. Susan J. Ettenberger
Henry B. Faulkner
Shirley A. Fenner

Ann B. Fisher
Jacob & Lisa Fletcher

Gabor N. Foltenyi
Dr. Marla E. Foreman

Virginia W. Fout
Madeline M. Gage
Edward A. Gamble

Mrs. Del W. Gardner
Cathy Gilchrist-Colmar

Dr. Steve H. Gilman
Courtland Gionesi

Mr. & Mrs. Denis M. Glaccum
Diane B. Glossman

Hope Glynn
Rita Golleher

June E. Goluba
Henry P. Goodwin, Jr.

Valerie Gordon-Johnson
Celine P. Green

Lisa S. Greenspon
Dianne D. Grod

Mr. & Mrs. G. Wilson Groves
Martha K. Guyton

Dr. Brian L. Gwartz
Arthur A. Harkness

Elisabeth Harpham & Samuel Kursh
Judith Harris & Robert Singer

Lily Harris
Juanita M. Hartman

Joan Haseltine
Suzanne K. Haslup

William T. Hawkins, Jr.
Michael R. Hayward

Brett Heers
Kirk Henckels

Phyllis L. Hennigan
Joan Henninghausen

Susanne Hiegel
Megan Hilton

Stephanie Himelfarb
Lisa A. Hinson

Katharine McLane Hoffman
Lyn Holcomb

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy I. Hooker
HorseTech Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Hottensen
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Hudson

Susan M. Hutchison
Anthony Iani

Martha Cardon Irmer
Peter F. Jackson

Lauretta Jakobsen
Mrs. Sylvester Johnson, Jr.

Wini L. Johnson
Diane J. Jones
Dianne Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Kanavy
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Kane

Denise P. Keck
Robert Kellerhouse

John M. Kelley, M.D.
Jon & Sarah Kelly

Dr. Leslie Kern
Eileen V. Kerstetter
Dr. John G. Ketterer

Mr. & Mrs. John F. Kinney
Elizabeth Klett

Patricia Klussman
Knapp Friesian Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Louis F. Kreyer

Elizabeth & Michael Krysztofi ak
Michele L. Kuchta

Frida Kumar
Muriel La Bianca

William Lachmann
Susan Lair

A. J. & Lynne Land
Linda Ledray

Jan L. Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Leone

Beverley R. Lesher
Barbara LeStage

Carole A. Lindsey
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Linsin

Helen R. Litt
Joseph E. Lofgren

Bettina G. Longaker
Cindy Love

Mrs. Donald C. Lucas
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert A. Lurie

Shelly Mabbs
Liza Jane MacNaughton

Kimberlee A. Mailhot
Vivien Malloy

Dr. & Mrs. Richard B. Markell
Elaine Matern

Geraldine B. Maurer
James McCarthy

Carolyn B. McDonald
Guy W. McElvain

The Meek Foundation
Peggy D. Meeker
Joseph D. Melnik
Bernard E. Michel
Michele R. Miles
Anne G. Miller

Mary Ann Misenhimer
Desda J. Monaghan

Elizabeth C. Montgomery
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Moon

Thomas F. Moore
Tracey J. Morgan
Janey C. Morse

Diana M. Morton
Constance Murray

Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Murray
Linda Naas

Dr. Robert L. Newman
Rachel N. Newton

NH Horse & Trail Assn. Inc.
Jill P. Noon
Tom Noone

Nunn Finer Products
Martha B. O'Brien

Rosemary Driebe Olofsson
Phyllis M. Orloff

Joan R. Owen
Dr. S. Jeanne Owen

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick L. Pabst
Richard Padilla

Leslie R. Paszterko
Mona Payton

Sandra L. Perkins
Louise L. Petz

Nina Ratrie Peyton
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Porter

Hazel Pultz
Evelyn S. Pyne

Paul J. Rachbach
Elizabeth Ravenscroft

Redfi eld Farm
Dr. & Mrs. Steve S. Reider

Janet K. Richardson-Pearson
Col. Frank W. Richnak, USA Ret.

Dara L. Rip
Mary Jane Rivers
Larry D. Robbins

Catherine K. Rochester
Adeline Rohrbach
Sandra L. Rollins

Dr. Donald J. Rosato
Sharon S. Rose
Robert Scheuer

Anne M. Schmidt
Dr. Gretchen M. Schmidt

Dr. & Mrs. Russell E. Schurtz
Linda N. Scorsone
Allyson Seinfeld
D.J. Sam Shelton

Christopher L. Shoales
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sigal

Mr. & Mrs. Curran M. Simpson
Jodie C. Sinclair

Sam Slater
Susan H. Slaughter

Nancy M. Sluys
Janelle Smith-Haff

Lizzie Snow
Jana Sommers

Elinor M. Spellerberg
Carl M. Spencer

Elizabeth K. Stanley, V.M.D.
Barbara Starkey

Betsy Steiner
Max Stettner

Shelley Stettner
Caroline Invicta Stevenson

Gale & Jay Stienon
Christine Stiller
Kathy L. Stoken

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Stover
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Sullivan

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Sullivan
Catherine D. Teifer
Rochelle L. Temple

Tina Terry
George H. Thomas, III

Kirste Timm
Pamela J. Tooker
Shirley Topping

Catherine K. Tuttle
Deirdre S. Vaillancourt

Mary Ann Versteeg
Mr. & Mrs. August J. Vettorino

Brenda B. Wallace
Jeanette L. Wamser

Mark A. Watring
Paula Jane Watters

Dr. Richard F. Weaver
Joan M. Webster

Drs. James & Patricia Wells
Mary Jo Wertheimer
Beverly Ann White
Connie M. White
Linda K. White

William Whitehill
Sarah B. Willeman Richter

Patricia Willey
Mr. & Mrs. Harold P. Wilmerding

Collier C. Wimmer
Walter B. Wolf

Laurie J. Wood-Gundlach
Ally Worthington

Marie L. W. Wright
Michael E. Wright
Susan A. Yacubian
Laurie J. Yamasaki

Donna Yates
John Yonaitis
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Donate With Every Swipe of Your Card

Credit approval required. Terms and conditions apply. 
Offered by Capital One, N.A. ©2012 Capital One.

Capital One's Visa Platinum credit card makes it easier than ever to support the USET 
Foundation!  Use our custom credit card and with every purchase you make, valuable 
cash rewards will be donated to the Foundation. We will also receive a $50 bonus donation 
when you make your first purchase with the USET Foundation card.   The card comes 
with a competitive rate and other great benefits, so sharing your passion – and your 
support – is easy and automatic, and you get to spread 
the word about our mission with every swipe. 

To learn more, you can visit our website at  
www.uset.org and click on the credit card 
image.

If you have questions regarding 
this program, please contact:
Michele Zanzonico at (908) 234-1251
Director of Annual Support, 
USET Foundation

O
n November 25, 2012, equestrian 
sport lost a wonderful innovator, 
ambassador and leader in Don 

Burt. For over 50 years, Burt served the 
discipline of Reining and equestrian sport 
as a whole, heading the effort to secure 
the approval of Reining as the FEI's first 
Western discipline. He was a cherished 
member of the United States Equestrian 
Team Board of Trustees from 1999-2003 as 
the Vice President of Reining. 

Burt also served on the USEF 
Reining and High Performance Reining 
Committees, and is best known for his 
presidency of the American Quarter 
Horse Association (AQHA). In 2004 he 
was inducted into its Hall of Fame. His 

influence reached outside the Reining and 
Quarter Horse circles as Burt showed and 
judged in almost every major breed division.

In 2007, Burt was awarded the USEF Jimmy 
A. Williams Lifetime Achievement Award for 
his decades of services to the equestrian indus-
try. He was also added to the Honor Roll of 
Distinguished Officials in 2011.

“I had the honor and pleasure to work 
with Don for many years, both at the AHSA/
USEF and the USET Foundation,” comment-
ed former USET Foundation President Jane 
F. Clark. “His contributions to the sport will 
leave a lasting legacy. Don always had a 
smile and a kind word for everyone. He was 
a true equestrian icon and very good friend; 
he will be greatly missed.”  

DISTINGUISHED
EQUESTRIAN

Don Burt Passes Away
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America’s equestrian athletes are achieving excellence around the world thanks

to support from the USET Foundation and generous individuals

like you. We have created a program to help your support make an even greater

impact. Our Achieve Excellence! monthly giving program allows you to make a

secure, recurring gift each month through automatic debit from your checking

account, or by credit card — just as you may do now with many bills and payments,

or with other charitable giving.

Your monthly tax-deductible contribution will show your support for the long-term

commitment being made by our equestrian athletes. Month after month, our athletes

put in the countless hours of training required to be the best. Month after month, they travel the world to compete

at international events and championships. Month after month, we have talented young equestrians gaining

invaluable experience to reach their full potential.

Through your recurring gift, you will help the USET Foundation stand with our athletes each

step of the way. You’ll help us use less paper, plus you’ll allow us to save time AND money

in administrative and processing costs, making your support go even farther!

To sign up today or get more information, please visit our website at

https://www.uset.org/egiving.php or use your smart phone to scan this QR code

that will take you directly there!

Help our Equestrian Athletes Achieve Excellence!

USET Foundation ★ PO Box 355 ★ Gladstone, NJ 07934-0355 ★ Phone: (908)234-1251 ★ uset.org

The Vincent B Murphy, Jr.
Tack Room

at Hamilton Farm

O
n Sunday, November 23, 2012 the Murphy Family 
gathered at Hamilton Farm to honor and toast the 
family’s late patriarch Vincent B. Murphy, Jr., USET 

President, from 1983 to 1989 with the dedication of the tack 
room. In attendance were his wife Patricia, and their children 

and grandchildren. The tack room is 
now proudly called the Vincent B. 
Murphy, Jr. Tack Room. “The Murphy 
family embodies the very essence of 
“team” and their generous gift has 
established a lasting legacy in honor of 
a great man and team leader,” added 
USET Foundation Executive Director, 
Bonnie B. Jenkins.

The Hamilton Farm stable contin-
ues to be an important venue for this 
country's High Performance programs 
hosting numerous training sessions 
and national championship annually. 
The tack room is centrally located in 
this magnificent facility.  

Patricia Murphy and Tish Stuebe
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